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Upcoming Services - Beloved Community - Overcoming Racism and Oppression 
January 1: Poetry Sunday - During a quiet New Years Day service, share your favorite poems. 
Worship Associate: Robert Nemanich 

January 8: Overcoming Racism/Overcoming Oppression - Rev. Roger Butts. Elizabeth Wilkinson, 
Worship Associate.  The Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations is committed to the 
soul work that is related to addressing white privilege and transforming lives and social structures 
that uphold and advance inequality and injustice. On this day, Rev. Roger Butts and Elizabeth 
Wilkinson look at the power of anti-racism and anti-oppression work. 

January 15: Class Matters - Amanda Udis-Kessler. How might UUs think about class inequality 
and class privilege in light of our commitment to social justice and our mostly upper-middle-class 
location? What does it mean to be a class ally in a congregational context? How do we stand on the 
side of love when it comes to socioeconomic status? 

January 22: Confuscius - with Larry Sargent 

January 29: Music Sunday: Indigo Girls - For 20 years and more, the Indigo Girls have been singing 
songs of love, redemption, renewal, justice, longing, pride and freedom. In other words, a rich 
treasure chest of inspirational music. A powerful, joyful, day of solidarity and music. Come one and 
all. 

Events Calendar January 2012 

Calendar & Services 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Sunday Service 
   10:00 am - 11:30 am 

2 3 4 
 

5 
Y.E.P. Youth Group 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm  

6 
Stitchers/Hands 
   1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
HiPS - HiP Sisters  
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  

7 

8 
Sunday Service 
   10:00 am - 11:30 am 
New to UU 
   11:30 am - 12:00 pm 
U & I Facilitators  
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Y.E.P. Youth Group 
   11:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Fostering Hope Team  
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm  

9 10 11 
 
 
 

12 
Yoga Class 
   5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
Beloved Community 
Potluck 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  

13 
 
 

14 

15 
Sunday Service 
   10:00 am - 11:30 am 
 

16 17 18 
Pastoral Care Team 
   6:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
Board Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 9:30 pm  
HiPCUUlers 
7:30 pm - 9:00 

19 
Yoga Class 
   5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
 

20 
Stitchers/Hands 
   1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Parent/Childcare U&I 
Group 
   6:00 pm - 8:30 pm  

21 

22 
Sunday Service 
   10:00 am - 11:30 am 
Y.E.P. Youth Group 
   11:30 am - 1:30 pm 

23 24 25 
HiPCUUlers 
   7:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

26 
Yoga Class 
   5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
 

27 28 

29 
Sunday Servic 
   10:00 am - 11:30 am 
U & I Facilities 
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

30 31  
Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections 
to the calendar.  
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Friends and members of High Plains Church,  

W hat I’m looking forward to in the next few 
months. 

January’s worship theme is “Beloved Community: 
Unitarian Universalism and overcoming oppression/
overcoming racism.” 

January 12th, 6:00 pm High Plains. “Homecoming 
Potluck” Theme: Beloved Community: Immigration. 
6:00 p.m. potluck, 6:30 talk by Dr. Kathleen Hynes, 
ACLU 7:00 q&a. 7:30 wrap up and clean up. 

February 9th, 6:00 pm High Plains. “Homecoming 
Potluck” Theme: Disappointment & Trust. Feb 9th 6:00 
p.m. potluck, 6:30 p.m. talk by Father Bill Jarema (Mercy 
Center), 7:00 p.m q&a. 7:30 wrap up and clean up. 
Sponsored by the Pastoral Care Team from High Plains 
Church. 

February 12th, 10 am Kathy Kelly (Nobel Peace Prize 
nominee) February 12th: 10 a.m. Morning Service. High 
Plains Church. 

April 9th, Father John Dear, (Nobel Peace Prize 
nominee) location to be determined. 

For Yom HaShoah this year, I am working on bringing 
to Colorado Springs the movie “Two Who Dared,” about 
Unitarian minister Waitstill Sharp and his wife, Martha, 
who helped rescue thousands from persecution during 
the second world war. They have both been declared 
Righteous Among the Nations. See http://
twowhodared.com/ for more information. 

Two really important community events I think might 
be really worthwhile for your consideration: 

January 11th, Rally for Civil Unions, Cornerstone Arts 
Center, 825 North Cascade Ave. 

 

Colorado College. 5:30 pm-6:30 pm.  For more 
information, see http://www.one-colorado.org/ 

January 16th, In partnership with the Colorado Springs 
Branch NAACP, Colorado Springs Diversity Forum, 
Colorado Springs Utilities and Colorado College, the 
J&P invites the community to celebrate the national 
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday with an All People's 
Breakfast, 8:00 am-9:30 am Jan. 16 at Colorado College 
Cornerstone Arts Center, 825 N. Cascade Ave.   The 
theme will be "Ending Mass Incarceration in America." 
Keynote speaker Rosemary Harris Lytle will be joined 
by diverse readers and gospel musicians. Tickets are $7 
at the door. To RSVP, get more information or join the 
event team, contact Steve Saint at dynamic@ppjpc.org. 

In faith, 

Rev. Roger  

Rev. Roger Butts’ Office Hours 
Monday: Off 

Tuesday: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm and 

  Pastoral Care in the afternoon. 

Wednesday: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Thursday: 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Friday:  Writing Day, with time in the afternoon  
  at the monastery or some quiet place  
  that will be determined. 

Saturday: as it comes 

Sunday: Preaching 

When is the minister available? 

Rev. Roger's scheduled days off are Mondays and 
Saturdays. He tries to reserve Friday for his Sunday 
service preparation and writing, but he is available to 
members and visitors, so he asks that you call him to 
schedule an appointment. 

Roger’s Reflections 

Are you New to UU? 
 
Do you have questions about Unitarian Universalism? Do you want to know more about us? Join Reverend Roger Butts for a short get together on 
Sunday, January 8th in the Sr. High Classroom behind the Main Building at 11:30 am. Childcare will be provided. 
Questions? Contact Reverend Roger or Sue Majors at jsmajors481@comcast.net. 

Roger’s Reflections 
by Rev. Roger Butts 
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Faith Formation Focus 

W hile it may take all of us a while to assimilate to 
writing “/12” or “2012” on our schoolwork or 

papers, I want to extend a special welcome to this new 
year.  Janus is the Roman god of “looking forward and 
back”.  I like that idea, rather than the one of “new year’s 
resolutions”, which can become lost so easily in our day-
to-day existence, which seems so like the day before, and 
over weeks can get gently (but not meaning to!!!) pushed 
aside to perform the mundane.   

Looking ahead and behind holds some sacred 
meaningfulness to it. 

What can you learn from looking behind you?  Literally 
looking behind you?  Is there something beautiful 
occurring in your wake?  A sunset? A short review of 
something which you have read which may be worth re-
reading?  A friend dearly missed who you can say hello 
to? 

And what do you have to look forward to? What are 
your plans? What do you want to become better at?  Can 
you make an effort to get there which DOES fit into a 
regular schedule? What are you going to grow at this 
year?  One person recently shared with me that she 
chooses one or two words each year to really focus on.  
What a beautiful idea!  What would your words be?  
“Friendship”? “Generosity”? “Willingness”? How would 
you “get into” them? 

Faith Formation in January 
Guest at Your Table: 

Jan 1st  (and all of January) - donations due.  Please 
convert your change/cash donations from your boxes 
into a check form, made out to UUSC-Guest at Your 
Table 2011. 

Jan 1st - Game Day in the K – Middle School Classrooms. 

Youth Empowerment Program (YEP) 

1st and 3rd Thursdays (5th and 19th) 6:00 pm-8:00 pm 
2nd and 4th Sundays (11th and 25th) 11:30 am-1:30 pm 
Youth group for all High Schoolers.  

Contact Laura Worley for more info at dff@hpcuu.org 

Adult Faith Formation Programming: 

January 15, 10:30 am-12 noon - HPCUU Issues of Aging 
Group. Topic: Fear of Dying  

District Youth Programming: 

Jan 27 & 28:  Middle School Conference, Jefferson 
Unitarian Church in Golden. See attachments. 

PeaceCon 2012 

Jan 27 - Jan 28 - Jefferson Unitarian Church - For all 
Middle Schoolers.  See the next page for more 
information and go to www.hpcuu.org  to print out an 
application. 

Faith Formation New Year’s Open House: 

Sunday, Jan 29, 1:00 pm-4:00 pm at La Foret Conference 
Center. Bring an appetizer or dessert to share, and come 
to have fun. Bring new friends, invite folks you haven’t 
seen at High Plains for a while. I hope for a great and 
welcome gathering! 

This will be a casual, fun day to get to know more about 
Faith Formation and what’s in store; to ask questions, eat, 
and play. 

Please RSVP to Laura Worley at dff@hpcuu.org with the 
number of people in your party. 

As always, I love to hear your thoughts and ideas.  Feel 
free to contact me: at 248-224-2697, or dff@hpcuu.org. 

In peace 
Laura Worley 
Director of Faith Formation 

 

Religious Education 

Religious Education 
by Laura Worley 

 

Welcome New Year 2012! 
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Danielle Heimer, 

T he Board hopes that all of the members and friends 
of High Plains are having a wonderful winter 

holiday season--there have been a variety of 
opportunities to celebrate at High Plains--a caroling and 
cocoa service with fellowship and decorating afterwards, 
a Yule ritual, an evening multi-generational Christmas 
Eve service which concluded with a fun singalong of the 
Hallelujah Chorus, a Christmas Day service to enjoy in 
your pajamas. As of this writing, the calendar has not yet 
turned to 2012, but we’ll have the chance to welcome the 
new year together soon.  

 

Also coming up in January, we’ll have another 
informational meeting with the congregation to discuss 
the recently approved motion by the Congregational 
Property and Loan Committee of the UUA about our 
loan on the building. Please keep an eye on the 
announcements and your email inbox for additional 
details of this meeting. You can contact any member of 
the board with any questions, comments or suggestions 
at board@hpcuu.org.  

 

President’s Post 

The President’s Post 
by Danielle Heimer 

If you would like to cancel your printed newsletter subscription or otherwise wish to be removed from the mailing 
list, please send street, email, phone, and address corrections to Nicole McCrary. The pdf newsletter can be 
downloaded from www.hpcuu.org or received in an email by subscribing to the newsletter mailing list. To 
subscribe to the mailing list,  contact Nicole McCrary at office@hpcuu.org or newsletters-subscribe@hpcuu.org 

HPCUU’S Team on Ministry (TOM) 
Sue E. Neufeld, TOM Lead 

T he purpose of the Team on Ministry (TOM) is to 
serve the health of the congregation by periodically 

reviewing the effectiveness of all the congregation’s 
ministries.  (Ministry is everything the congregation does 
to fulfill its mission.)  The Team on Ministry serves as an 
impartial observer of congregational life, not advocating 
particular policies or issues on behalf of members or the 
minister. 

Sue Neufeld continues to work on the TOM, and this 
year she is joined by Carol Montgomery and Richard 
Bachet.  We thought that you might like to know a bit 
more about what our role is and how we might serve 
you and the church’s ministries.  The three of us will 
have monthly meetings (on the 2nd Thursday from 2-4 
PM at the church) with Reverend Roger Butts, and will 
communicate via e-mail and phone in between as 
needed.  At least one of us will attend one meeting of 
each HPCUU Team, as well as Church Council. 

Early in 2012 we will be meeting with all HPCUU teams, 
beginning 2 January 2012 with the RE Team.  We will 
serve as the ear on the congregation and conduit to the 

minister for communication of strengths and concerns.   
We will listen and offer useful and honest advice and 
assistance to the Church’s leadership.  We will provide 
pertinent feedback, information and guidance to the 
minister.  Anyone within the church may request 
assistance and/or advice from the TOM at any time as 
well.  Our primary role will be proactive, examining our 
ministry together in search for ways to do it better. 

Although our primary role is to serve the overall health 
of the congregation, we will also assist with conflict 
within the congregation.  When conflict appears, the 
TOM is a natural body to assist in managing the conflict.  
If the minister becomes the focus of a conflict, the 
minister and the TOM will work cooperatively toward 
an appropriate response in light of the congregation’s 
values, mission statement, leadership goals, and its 
understanding of right relations. We will intervene when 
conflict threatens to hinder or disrupt the effectiveness of 
the church in performance of its mission, and provide 
mediation if needed.  You may read the HPC Policy 023 
(revised 3/15/2011), Procedures and Guidelines for 
Conflict Resolution, to understand the recommended 
steps in this process. 

Sue E. Neufeld, TOM lead 
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Dollars & Sense 
by Jack W. McElroy 

Mid-Year Financial Observations: 

F rom a financial standpoint the first half of the current fiscal year has been encouraging.  We will complete Decem-
ber with year to date revenue above budget and expenses below budget.  Beginning in January, the monthly mort-

gage payment to the UUA will be reduced from $5,082.82 to $2,837.32, for the next twelve months.  As a result, the 
financial projection for the next five years is beginning to look doable, provided we can experience a reasonable level 
of revenue growth.  It is critical that we refrain from using restricted Capital Fund cash for the remainder of this fiscal 
year and all of the following year in order to transition to a substantial increase in debt service payout beginning in 
FY2013-14. 

Highlights of  First Five Months Financial Performance 

On November 30, 2011, High Plains had a cash balance of $54,560, a decrease of $18,200 from June 30, 2011.  The No-
vember 30, 2011 cash balance consisted of $10,766 in unrestricted cash and $43,794 of temporarily restricted cash.   

Temporarily Restricted Cash at November 30, 2011 includes the following: 

Capital Fund Drive  37,187 
Playground        118 
Aesthetics     3,169 
Music Director     3,320 
Total Restricted   43,794 

      ===== 
 

Donations and contributions for the five months ended November 30, 2011, excluding Temporarily Restricted Funds 
and Designated Collections, totaled $99,638 and were $5,619 more than budget.  Total Church Operations Revenue of 
$109,003 for the same period was above budget by $7,067.    

The combined Church Council Teams were $4,454 below budget in spending for the first five months of the fiscal 
year. 

Make your Monthly Payments Electronically 
If you don’t already participate in the electronic funds transfer program for monthly pledge payments at church, 
please consider doing so. Under this program, you authorize the church to transfer funds for your pledge payment 
each month from your bank account to the church’s account. High Plains has offered this payment option for seven 
years, and about a third of church members take advantage of it. The program is great for the church because it 
helps to make revenues constant and predictable, like many of our expenses. It’s great for you because you don’t 
have to remember to write a check every month—you just fill out a form one time, and the treasurer does the rest.  

 

If you are interested in participating, or if you have questions, please talk to the church treasurer, Carol Peterson, 
or to Amy Plapp, the finance team member who oversees the program. Or, just look in the “finance procedures” 
binder on the church secretary’s desk and find a blank form, fill it out, and give it to Carol or Amy or leave it in the 
treasurer’s mailbox at church. The forms are entitled “Direct Answers to Questions about Electronic Contribution” 
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Board of Trustees Minutes 

High Plains Church—Unitarian Universalist 

Board of Trustees Minutes 

December 13, 2011 
1. Check-in 
2. Opening words 
3. Covenant 
4. Minister’s report (full report will be on the website) 

a. Affinity groups are flourishing (women’s, stitchers, aging, possible men’s group, etc.) 
b. Themed worship (divine is love, everyone matters, reason is useful) will be continued with a 

brochure and more on the HPCUU web site. 
c. As a part of continuing the effort around themed months in worship, Roger plans to provide take-

home reflections with quotes on the theme, reflection questions, prayer and family activity. 
d. Roger hopes to pursue a monthly “Religion and the Arts” program starting around June 2012 for the 

2012-2013 program year. 
e. In response to questions at the Worship Team meeting, Roger reiterated his commitment to HPCUU 

and to Unitarian Universalism. 
f. The MDD is offering a workshop in January on Beloved Community, and Roger encourages 

members to attend. 
5. DFF report (full report will be on the website) 

a. Laura was very pleased to report that the high school youth group has come to agreement on format, 
structure, schedules.  There are four advisors and several interested youth.  They will meet 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays, 2nd and 4th Sundays. 

b. The middle school youth group meets in the context of the Sunday FF class. 
c. Laura is working on scheduling Middle School OWL (28 sessions) for HPCUU & nearby 

communities. 
6. Financial report 

a. Jack discussed ongoing conversations with the UUA Congregational Properties and Loan 
Commission (CPLC) concerning HPCUU’s mortgage payment 

b. Jack presented several ideas for bridging the financial gap and returning to prosperity. 
c. The Board members discussed the recent low number of folks who joined from fairly large 

newcomers groups. The board members agreed to take turns representing the Board at the new 
member classes. 

d. Expenses continue to be under budget. The teams are doing a good job controlling spending. 
e. Cash position continues OK, due pre-payment of several large pledges. 
f. Jack discussed some confusion that exists around the membership and function of the Executive 

Team. 
7. Items for Church Council: 

a. Need for increased attention to the issue of volunteers for the FF program 
b. Feedback to the Board on their needs; successes; perceptions of their programs and church overall; 

and the Board’s 3 focus areas. 
c. A representative from the Team on Ministry will attend the next Council meeting in January. 
d. Introduce the idea of team/council restructuring 

8. The Board went into executive session at 8:05 and came out at 8:45. 
9. Closing words 

 Respectfully submitted, 
~ Michelle Bull, Board secretary 
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Annual Holiday Craft Fair 
By Sheila McElroy 

T he annual holiday craft fair was a success. The credit 
goes not only to the people who bought items but 

also to the members and friends who sold their hand 
made crafts. We had a wide variety of goods and the 
quality was outstanding.  The enthusiasm of the vendors 
helped to fill the space we allocated for the sale and next 
year the craft fair may expand. 

This year we added a bake sale for those who needed 
extra sweets for their parties, hostess gifts and pot lucks. 
A big thank you to those who baked something extra for 
the sale. 

The holiday craft fair is an important part of HPCUU 
tradition. It is a small fundraiser for the church but it's 
real importance is helping members and friends sell their 
goods.  The Gazette published information about the 
craft fair and buyers from the neighborhood attended 
helping HPCUU receive $414 in donations from vendors.  

Thanks to everyone for making this event a success. 

 

Thu, Jan 12 Homecoming Potluck, 6:00 pm - Join us for a potluck dinner followed by a talk by Dr Kathleen 
Hynes, ACLU, on the topic of  Immigration.  Bring a dish to share and join your UU friends for 
dinner and conversation. 

 Wed, Feb 1 Fellowship Team Meeting, 6:30 pm at Pikes Perk (5965 N. Academy) - The Fellowship Team is 
always looking for new ideas to make our social times more fun, warm and welcoming. Grab a cup 
of coffee  and  help us plan fellowship activities for the upcoming year.  All welcome! Contact: 
Heather Ashbee (heatherashbee@comcast.net) or Ann Harris (aharris0407@comcast.net 

 

Coffee Hour at High Plains: Can you take a turn bringing treats for everyone to enjoy during our Sunday 
morning coffee hour? We're now booking HiP (High Plains) Hosts for 2012. Being a HiP Host is fun and easy .. 
and it's a great way to share special occasions (birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, etc) and meet new people at 
church. If you can take a turn bringing coffee hour treats, please sign up at the coffee counter. 

 
Do you enjoy planning parties and events? The Fellowship Team is always looking for new members.  

Please contact Ann Harris (aharris0407@comcast.net) or Heather Ashbee (heatherashbee@comcast.net). 

Fellowship Forget-Me-Nots 
Please mark your calendars for these upcoming Fellowship events 

The Pastoral Care Team 

I s available to members in need of Pastoral Care. 
Whether health concerns arise or spirits fall, be it 

family issues, financial woes, faltering faith, or festering 
disappointment. We listen, we laugh, we cry, we relay 
to the pastor. We want you to know that you are not 
alone, that you belong to a beloved community that will 
be there to support you. Need help? Know someone 
who does? Let the PCT know. Rev. Roger, Bill Hein, 
Merle Stryker, Kelley Ghorashi, Liz Wilson. Here if you 
need us.  

HPCUU Caring 
Please keep in your hearts ...  

− Gretchen Hein had foot surgery 
− Sue Majors mother was hospitalized with heart 

problems 

− Jean McIntosh fell and hurt her back 
− Shirley Plapp’s condition is declining 

Congratulations to ...  

− The Birgers and the Ghorashis on the dedication of 
their daughters. 

W hether you need a helping hand, an ear to listen, a ride to the doctor, meals delivered to your home, or other 
assistance, the Caring Team is here to help. Please let us be there for you, and please notify us of   any of our 

members and friends who may need help. Contact team lead Candy Birgers candy2631@yahoo.com, or 287-6630 , or 
other members of the Caring Team: Jean McIntosh, Michelle Bull, or Meighan Powell. 
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 HPCUU 

 1825 Dominion Way 

 Colorado Springs CO 80918 

 

 719-260-1080 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM 

Come Join Us! 

 

ReReReReVISIONS by Jonathan 
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements 

Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world -  
fixed, added, or removed? 

Projects include:Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, 

and many more... 
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, 

etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209 

 

Deb Bartos 
 

Art Lessons 
Landscape and Garden Painting 

for sale 
 

www.yessy.com/debbiebartos 
 

and for my work in progress 
www.BartosArt.blogspot.com 

 

Inside: 
PeaceCon 2012 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Board Minutes 
Craft Fair Results 

 

Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
Please submit your articles for the February newsletter 
by Jamuary 25, 2012 

See YOUR business advertised here! See YOUR business advertised here! See YOUR business advertised here! See YOUR business advertised here!     

Contact Nicole today at 260-1080 - office@hpcuu.org - $10.00/issue 

Place your add here 


