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"We're on a Roll" 
By Tom Ward 

W e announced 
last month 

that HPCUU's 
stewardship 
campaign for the 

2015-16 budget year will kick off on 
Sunday, March 8th, and that's still 
true!!!  It's a mere week away!  With 
inputs from lots of folks, an amazing 
consensus arose on the theme -- "We're 
on a Roll!"  Announcements 
everywhere we can think of should 
have alerted you by now to the 
fabulous "Gather, Eat, Drink and 
Laugh" kickoff party (I wanted to use 
the acronym GEDAL, but others 
weren't quite so sporting, so I 
demurred.) from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
on Saturday evening, March 14th, at 
the church.  It's being hosted by that 
incomparable duo, Carol Harper and 
Gretchen Hein, so you know it'll be the 
event of the season.  RSVP's may be 
sent to the church office or to 
Party@hpcuu.org. Please provide the 
number of adults and children in need 
of childcare attending.  (I'm hoping the 
care is just for the children...) 

On a more serious note, the 
importance of this campaign cannot be 
overemphasized.  We have a fantastic 
opportunity to solidify and expand the  
 

remarkable gains we have experienced 
in the past six months since Rev. Dana 
joined us.  We are marching forward 
smartly toward our developmental 
goals, and we mustn't stop -- 
congregational growth through 
increased outreach and visibility in our 
greater Colorado Springs community; 
intentional focus on our church 
community through development of 
our lay leadership, integration of 
newcomers, and support of our 
volunteers; living our values through 
social justice work in our greater 
community; and achieving financial 
health and stability to support our 
mission.  To do this, however, we will 
need more of Rev. Dana's time and 
energy -- three-quarters of the 
workweek's worth, not just one-half.  
Even what she can do on a half-time 
basis is limited, cape and all!  So we 
really will be asking our members and 
friends to consider increasing their 
pledges by 10% if they can and our 
first-time donors to be as generous as 
possible.  Do your part to live and tout 
our Unitarian Universalist principles!  
And while you're doing that, be on the 
lookout for your stewardship packet in 
the mail the week of March 8th, and 
please return your pledge form as 
soon as you can!  

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist                                     1825 Dominion Way                                                          Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
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Church Calendar March 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Fellowship Team Meet 
   11:45 am - 2:00 pm 
YRUU at All Souls 
   12:30 am - 2:30 pm 

2 
 

3 
Meals on Wheels    
11:30 am - 01:00 pm 

4 
Welcoming 
Congregation Workshop 
   5:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

5 
Dream Interpretation 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

6 
Stitchers 
   1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
1st Friday Parent/Child    
   06:00 pm - 08:30 pm 

7 
9th Grade Trip Retreat 
   9:00 am - ... 

8 
9th Grade Trip Retreat 
   … - 11:00 am 
Foster Family Support 
   11:30 am - 01:00 pm 
YRUU at All Souls 
   12:30 am - 2:30 pm 

9 
 

10 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 01:00 pm 

11 
Covenant on Right 
Relations Meeting 
   11:45 am - 12:45 pm 
     6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

12 
 
 

13 
Hip Parents Group     
   06:00 pm - 09:00 pm 

14 
Setup for 
Stewardship Event 
   10:00 am - 5:30 pm 
Stewardship Event 
   5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

15 
YRUU at All Souls 
   12:30 am - 2:30 pm 

16 
 

17 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 01:00 pm 

18 
Board Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 9:30 pm  
 

19 
Dream Interpretation 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

20 
Stitchers 
   1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
 

21 
Path to Membership 
Class 
   9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Issues on Aging    
   10:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Social Justice Training' 
   1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

22 
YRUU at All Souls 
   12:30 am - 2:30 pm 

23 
 

24 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 01:00 pm 
 

25 
 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
YRUU at All Souls 
   12:30 am - 2:30 pm 

30 
 

31 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 01:00 pm 

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.  

 

March Services - Promise 
Mar 1: A Special Service with a guest speaker. 

Mar 8: “We’re On a Roll!” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Our theme this month is “Promise”.  What is your 
relationship with “Promise”?  As we move into the Stewardship Campaign we will consider the promise 
of the future for HPCUU and the promises we make to each other to make that future happen.  The 
stewardship campaign theme for this year is all about building on the momentum we have started 
together.  This service will celebrate all that we have created so far with promise of much more to come. 

Mar 15: “Small Groups, Deep Connections” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Small Group Ministry is one of the most 
important aspects of the ministry of this church.  It provides deeply meaningful conversations, 
connections and friendships through group discussions of thoughtfully provoking topics.  This service 
continues our look at the theme of “Promise” by looking at our blossoming Small Group Ministry 
program.  How do we “show up” for each other in this church?  What do we promise each other?  What 
is the gift we give to each other through these deep connections and how does that enrich our faith and 
our lives? 

Mar 22: “Covenant: Our Promise and Hope for Each Other” with the Team On Shared Ministry: Larry Sargent, 
Cindy Fesgen and Michelle Bull. The Team on Shared Ministry is working with the congregation to 
create a Covenant of Respectful Relations.  This service will share many of the insights they have 
gathered in their work thus far with the congregation and how these efforts help to clarify how we 
choose to live faithfully with each other. 

Mar 29: "Jesus and Billy Joel: A Palm Sunday Music Service" with Amanda Udis-Kessler and the House Band. 
How can the music of Billy Joel help us reflect on the life and work of Jesus? Come sing the wonderful 
music of a great singer/songwriter and think about the power of Holy Week in a whole new way. 
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T he word “promise” has a double meaning.  On the 
one hand, it refers to something hopeful or 

“promising”.  On the other hand, it is a commitment we 
make to each other.  Promise is the theme for the month 
of March.  What is your relationship with “Promise”?  
We all know of instances where we have kept our 
promises and times we have broken our promises.  Yet 
our promises are at the very core of who we are as 
human beings and as Unitarian Universalists. 

As writer and UU minister Scott Taylor reminds us, 
“Whereas other religious traditions focus on confession 
or right belief, we've always placed our hope in the act of 
making and keeping commitments.”  We are a people of 
promises and this is the source of our hope.  We don’t 
look to creeds or statements of beliefs or doctrines to tell 
us who we are.  Rather, we look to each other and the 
promises we have made and the promises we have kept 
to one another through our covenants.  We accomplish 
what we do not because we all hold the same beliefs but 
because we uphold our promises to one another. 

It is fitting that this is also the month of the Stewardship 
Campaign.  For, this is when we promise each other how 
much we will support the work we do together for this 
coming year.  So, as you ponder your pledge for this 
year, consider the promises that this community has 
made to you and the promises you are ready to make to 
it.  Weigh the value of this community not with the 
perspective of a passive consumer, but with the 
perspective of how your life is enriched through the 

giving and receiving of your church relationships that are 
built on the foundation of our UU promises.   

We are a covenantal faith, not a creedal one.  Through 
covenanting or promising we agree how we will be 
together.  And it is together that we create a new vision 
of hope, not by our beliefs but by our promises, our 
agreements.  There is no authority in the sky or 
anywhere else telling us what to do.  We are it! 

It is your promises in the past that have carried you to 
this circumstance and this moment in time with High 
Plains Church, UU.  This church has been there for you.  
Think of all the others out there who are also searching 
for a spiritual home.  What promises will you make to 
each other and to those who have not yet walked 
through our doors to create a loving, accepting, and 
spiritual community of support for them? 

We are in this together and I strongly believe in this 
church and in your potential.  We are on a roll and I am 
committed to working together with you to grow and 
develop this church into a spiritual center that transforms 
the lives of those within and outside these walls.  If you 
also believe in this church, dig deeply into your pockets 
and join with me in making this same commitment.  
Together, in this commitment, we have a promising 
future for us and for so many yet to discover us.  May it 
be so! 

In our covenantal faith, 
Rev. Dana Lightsey 

Minister’s Musings 

Minister’s Musings 
by Rev Dana Lightsey 

 

Promises 

 
High Plains Stitchers 
 
Bring your stitching project (or any easily transportable craft) and join us at: 

Peak Place Coffeehouse 
2360 Montebello Square Dr. Unit H-1 

Colorado Springs 80918 

The coffeehouse has a full menu of drinks, lunch items, and snacks and is located 
in a small shopping center on the northwest corner of Academy and Montebello.  
We meet on the 1st and 3rd Fridays from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm.  And, if you don't 
have any stitching or crafting, come anyway and just "hang out" with us! 

   Questions?  Contact Janet at stitchers@hpcuu.org 
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T he board has begun to tackle the thorny issue of the 
golf course. To that end we are soliciting information 

on golf course finances, the minimum cost to open and 
run it this summer, how much will it cost us if we do not 
open it and in what way is the golf course supporting our 
Mission. When we compile this information we will be 
having a Board discussion on the feasibility of opening or 
not opening it this summer. We will report on this 
discussion at town hall style meetings Sunday March 
29th and Wednesday April 1st. At a time when we have 
told our team leads not to ask for anything beyond bare 
subsistence in their budget requests we cannot in good 
faith plan another year of barely getting by or losing 
money with the golf course. If you have any facts that 
you think will shed light on these questions please let me 
know about them. president@hpcuu.org 

Another area that the board has been working on is a 
reorganization of the board structure itself. We think that 
with the church growth we anticipate it is time to go to a 
seven-member board with three-year terms. We would 

also like all officers to be elected by the congregation. In 
the past the Board Vice-President and Secretary were 
elected by the board from its own membership at the July 
Board meeting. This inevitably led to someone being 
blindsided and coerced into a position they didn’t expect. 
If we elect all officers then the Leadership Development 
Team could look for candidates specifically suited to 
those positions. The three-year term for President would 
be made up of one year as President-Elect (act as Vice-
President), one year as President and one year as Past 
President. We are working on the necessary changes to 
our Bylaws and will have them out for review well before 
our spring congregational meeting. 

Save the date: 

May 31st 11:45 we will have our annual congregational 
meeting. 

Jim Montgomery, 
President of the Board of Trustees  

President’s Post 

The President’s Post 
by Jim Montgomery 
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Small Group Ministry 
By Betty Davis 

H ere’s your invitation to make new church friends 
and to explore your beliefs with others in a small 

group. On Sunday, March 15, we will be holding a Small 
Group Ministry Fair in the Fellowship Hall after the 
worship service where you will have an opportunity to 
join one of the new groups that are just getting started or 
to join an existing U and I group. All the options with 
dates, times, duration, and focus will be displayed for 
you to choose the one that sounds best for you.  

There will be Covenant groups meeting monthly for up 
to one year and groups meeting every other week for 
eight sessions in addition to the U and I groups, which 
are on-going. As a special treat, two new special interest 
groups are being formed -- one on photography and one 
on bicycling. Bring your calendars and your enthusiasm. 
This is only the beginning! 

If you are considering offering a class that you would like 
included in the Small Group Ministry Fair signups, 
please contact the Steering Committee right away at sgm-
steering@hpcuu.org. 

Issues on Aging 
By Betty Davis 

“T here is promise and power in those that have 
gone before us.” This is what we hope for our 

children: the ability to embrace the wisdom of those who 
have gone before them, that can strengthen, guide and 
perhaps inspire them as they encounter their own future. 

Snowed out in February, we will meet together again 
from 10:30 am - noon on March 21, the third Saturday, in 
the middle school classroom to share with each other 
what we have written about our life’s journey to pass on 
information, adventures, and insight to our children. 
Come with something written to share or just to listen to 
each other together. 

Our Whole Lives for Adults 
Sex vs. Sexuality - Do we have your attention now? 

By Dianne McRae 

F or the very first time in Southern Colorado, All Souls 
& High Plains will be presenting Our Whole Lives 

(OWL) for Adults age 35 and up. This groundbreaking 
class will be 12 weeks long and the location of the classes 
will be divided between both churches.  The facilitators 
will be Larry Norfleet and Dianne McRae.  Classes will be 
held on Thursdays from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm starting March 
12th.  Because of the nature of this class, attendance to all 
sessions is expected.  The cost will be $60. Financial aid is 
available.  Babysitting can be arranged with advanced 
notice and the cost pooled among participants. 

Topics will include: 

•  Sexuality and Values 
•  Sexuality and Communication 
•  Sexuality and Spirituality 
•  Discovering the Sexual Self 
•  Experiencing the Sexual Other 
•  Sexual Attraction and Early Relationships 
•  Sexuality and Developing Relationships 
•  Sexuality and Committed Relationships 
•  Sexual Diversity 
•  Sexuality and Family 
•  Sexuality and Aging 
•  Sexual Health 

The class will be limited to 16, so make your reservations 
now by emailing Laurie@asuuc.net or dff@hpcuu.org. 

 

Israel and Palestine 2014 

Part 8: Rabbis for Human Rights  
By Lori Sly 

O n May 25, Rabbi Arik Ashernman, a tall man with a 
gray-streaked beard, took our group to a home 

between Jerusalem and Bethlehem. Arik is the president 
of Rabbis for Human Rights (RHR), an organization of 
120 rabbis who publicly witness human rights abuses, as 
well as work to change Israeli government institutions. 
“One foot on the ground and the other in the corridors of 
power,” he said of his group. 

We descended from a minibus to a sidewalk on a 
crowded town street. A small shop with an open front 
faced us. Several teen boys were milling about the 
entrance.  

One boy was leaning on a wall with his arms crossed. 
Another, a skinny, dark complexioned boy with saucer 
eyes, studied us as we descended the bus steps. The 
bright shades of brown and green in the boy’s eyes were 
strange and disturbing. When he saw that Rabbi Arik 
wore a yarmulke on his head, the boy said loudly, 
“Shalom.” His voice was drenched in sarcasm. Shalom is 

(Continued on page 6) 



Page 6 

a Jewish greeting and the boy was obviously not Jewish. 
It was not a sign of welcome. As we filed along the 
walkway in front of the shop, one of our group members, 
Barbara, commented quietly about the sarcasm of the 
greeting. We continued around the shop’s corner, down 
steps through a narrow yard. Unkempt gardens on either 
side of us smelled like manure. We entered a lower level 
side door into the living room of a home. Four couches, 
some plush but worn, others re-covered, were circled 
around low tables. Someone had arranged family 
pictures and memorabilia on the walls above the couches. 

As we sat on the couches, the teen boys from the shop 
entrance followed us in, and perched on stools, or stood 
by the door to the outside. During our conversations, 
they restlessly came in and out of the living room.  

A woman in Muslim headdress emerged from an inner 
door to serve us refreshments.  

The next hour featured one of the most comical attempts 
at communication that I’ve ever been a part of. 

Our host--a Palestinian farmer--spoke to the group 
regarding a court case, a case that RHR had been helping 
him with. The farmer spoke with great passion, often red-
faced and flailing his arms. But we didn’t understand his 
words. He spoke in Arabic.  

His audience, a group of eleven women there to hear 
him, only spoke English, although some knew a 
smidgeon of Hebrew and/or Arabic. Our RHR guide 
Arik spoke only Hebrew and English, but no Arabic. The 
bus driver spoke only Arabic and Hebrew, but no 
English. So the process went like this: farmer speaks with 
great animation, bus driver translates Arabic to Hebrew, 
rabbi translates Hebrew to English, and women finally 
say “Ah!” in understanding.  

Sometimes the farmer was so caught up in his story that 
he forgot to pause for translation. It became 

overwhelming for the two translators to keep up. Rabbi 
Arik found ways to politely intervene, and both he and 
the bus driver struggled to cover all the words that had 
been said. Meanwhile the farmer’s arm-waving delivery 
and perturbed expressions kept us riveted on what the 
words would mean when they finally reached us. 

The farmer grew crops of olives, grapes, and wheat, in 
fields nearby. Over one hundred people in his extended 
family and community relied on the harvest in order to 
live. Changes to Israeli occupation methods had denied 
him and his helpers access to his fields. In order to plant, 
maintain and harvest crops, he had to schedule crossings 
of walls and barbed fence barriers that dissected homes 
from work areas. There were problems with convenient 
scheduling between owner, field laborers and Israeli 
Defense Forces (IDF) access-providers. Furthermore, 
some fields lay adjacent to a large Jewish settlement, and 
settlers destroyed his crops. Hundreds of his carefully 
cultivated fruit and olive trees had been cut down in the 
night. His horse and dog had been hurt.  

While he vented his frustrations, he often pointed to a 
document. He jutted it into the air in front of us, offering 
it to anyone who cared to look. Some of us politely tried 
to read it, but it was written in Hebrew, so we didn’t 
understand what it said. 

Rabbi Arik explained that it was an Israeli court order to 
the IDF, for this farmer’s property to be protected.  

With the help of lawyers hired by Rabbis for Human 
Rights, the farmer had been pleading for justice for eight 
years in courts, before finally obtaining this order. And 
now that he had it in his hand, the local IDF officials were 
telling him they couldn’t possibly post soldiers on his 
lands because they had other important things to do, and 
no matter what a court order said, they couldn’t be 
expected to be everywhere at once. 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Israel and Palestine 

Wall Display in Palestinian Home 

Farmer with Precious Court Order 
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But you can, the farmer replied, post guards in areas and 
at times where previous troubles occurred.  

They weren’t even willing to do that. Apparently court 
orders in his case meant little to the IDF. 

As the translators passed his words on, the farmer 
watched us, his eyes darting around. His impatience 
seemed to grow, until he launched another tirade.  

In response to the new stream of Arabic, our group 
leader Andrea shifted in her seat, and looked pointedly at 
Rabbi Arik. Andrea reminded us that one member of our 
group needed to catch a train later that afternoon, and we 
still had yet to finish the itinerary with the farmer, which 
included a tour of his fields. If we didn’t hurry, either we 
wouldn’t see the fields or Barbara would miss her train. 
Everyone started to gather their personal belongings.  

Except me. I froze. I couldn’t believe that we would listen 
to this farmer for all this time, that we would endure this 
funny but tedious translation process for so long, and 
then leave without giving him any feedback. Wasn’t that 
what we were there for, to listen and reflect back what 
we heard? Would a two-way connection be sacrificed for 
a wander in some fields? Would the farmer have to 
wonder for the rest of his life what these foreign women 
might have felt about his situation?  

I spoke up to Andrea, trying to diplomatically 
recommend that reflection was more important than 
other parts of the itinerary. 

Andrea thought a moment, glanced at Arik, and then 
suggested to the group that I might take a quick moment 
to reflect back to the farmer on behalf of the whole group. 
There was certainly not enough time for everyone to take 
a turn. Individuals nodded, and temporarily settled back 
into seats. 

I told the farmer that I could identify with his frustration 
and anger while he tried to care for his family. Everyone 
deserves respect for their way of earning a living. Eight 
years was a very long time for his family to wait for this 
basic kind of respect. It must have been very hard. I 
admired his patience, and his determination to use a way 
that did not include violence. I was sure his family must 
be proud of him. 

When my words were translated to him, the farmer’s face 
visibly relaxed. He sat up straighter and his eyes and 
cheeks glowed. After we left his living room, the farmer 
sought my eyes with his own eyes multiple times, 
connecting again for intense seconds. His anger was gone 
for now. I knew what I said had meant something 

important to him.  

We still had a very short time left to walk in his fields. 
While on the bus to his land, looking earnestly at me, he 
added that his biggest worry was what might happen 
after he was gone. Who else could take the lead in 
feeding the more than one hundred people? Later I 
wondered if, by “gone,” he meant when he died, or 
perhaps he expected to be jailed.  

This session with the farmer rises in my memory as a 
victory for compassionate listening. A life filled with 
daily conflict and struggle to survive was held on 
display, its strong emotional content recognized, its 
owner given an afternoon of respite care. Most of all, the 
man received some respect, helping to fill a void of 
respect from the local IDF.  I hope that our inputs will 
help him continue to be a leader for his family, now with 
the added pride grown out of some international 
support. 

The farmer’s opportunity to be heard respectfully, and 
his reaction to my words, were enough in themselves to 
justify our trip, but one more memorable thing 
happened. As we boarded the minibus to travel to the 
farmer’s land, a voice spoke loudly over our backs. A 
boy’s voice said, “I like you!”  

I was surprised to hear English. I turned to see the 
teenager who had hostilely said “shalom” at the 
beginning, and who listened for a while in the living 
room. His words rang in my ears with a wonderful 
sincerity and fervor. His green-brown eyes and entire 
face were smiling, ear-to-ear. 

 

 

(Continued from page 6) 

Israel and Palestine 

Palestinian Farmer in His Fields with 
Rabbi Arik Ascherman 
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  HPCUU 

  1825 Dominion Way 

  Colorado Springs CO 80918 

 

 719-260-1080 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM 

Come Join Us! 

 

 

ReVISIONS by Jonathan 
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  - Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed? 
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more... 

Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209                        Licensed & Insured                        jgherdt@yahoo.com                       

Inside: 
 
We're on a Roll 
President's Post 
Small Group Ministry 
Adult OWL 
 

 
Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
Please submit your articles for the April newsletter 
by March 26, 2015 
 


