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 Services 

May Services - Inheritance 
May 3: “Generations” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. This special service celebrates the children in our church 

community with the Child Dedication Ceremony.  Please contact Jessica Laike if you are a parent who 
would like to have his/her child dedicated during this service.  This service will also explore the 
monthly them of “Inheritance” by considering all the treasures and curses we have inherited from our 
ancestors and the legacy we are leaving our descendants. 

May 10: “Middle School Rocks!” with the HPCUU Middle Schoolers. The middle school kids will discuss what 
UUism means to them and how High Plains Church and specifically the middle school class has 
supported them on their own spiritual journeys. They will share their personal highlights from the class 
and curriculum and a slide show from some of their activities throughout the year. 

May 17: “Our Living Inheritance: Volunteers Lead High Plains” with Amanda Udis-Kessler and Gretchen Cutts. 
We celebrate Volunteer Recognition Sunday in gratitude for the leadership work of our many dedicated 
volunteers. This service, supported by the Leadership Development Team, continues developing the 
idea that all who work diligently for the well-being of High Plains are church leaders and should be 
appreciated (and appreciate themselves) as such. 

May 24: "Remembering Well" with  Rev. Dana Lightsey. This Memorial Day Sunday, as we reflect on the monthly 
theme of inheritance, we  honor those who have given their lives to serve and protect our country. Join 
us as we share our gratitude for all that they gave. 

May 31: "Bridging: A Service of Transition" with our High School Youth. Join us as our high school youth honor 
the times of transition in their lives. We will say goodbye to our graduating seniors as they share their 
experiences of the youth community and look forward as they move into young adulthood. We will also 
hear from our 9th grade Coming of Age class as they share their personal statements of faith, which they 
have been working on throughout the year. We will also honor our Sunday school teachers and the 
important ministry they provide to our children and youth. You won't want to miss this moving service 
of acknowledgement, recognition and transition. 



Page 3 Calendar 

Church Calendar May 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
Stitchers 
   1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
Parent/Child U&I 
   6:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
Beltane Pagan Ritual 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

2 

3 
Coming of Age 
At High Plains 
   12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 
YRUU at  High Plains 
   12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

4 
 

5 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

6 
Book Club 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

7 
Dream Interpretation 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
 

8 
Middle School 
Overnight 
   5:00 pm - 

9 
Middle School 
Overnight 
   - 10:00 am 

10 
Foster Family Support 
   11:30 am - 01:00 pm 
 

11 
Publicity Team 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

12 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

13 
 

14 
TED Small Group 
   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
 

15 
Stitchers 
   1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
Hip Parents Group     
   06:00 pm - 09:00 pm 
 

16 
Garage Sale 
   Dawn - 1:00 pm 
Issues on Aging    
   10:30 am- 12:00 pm 
Ward Violin Recital 
   5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

17 
Youth Service 
at All Souls 
   10:30 am - 11:30 am 
Chautauqua Lecture 
   11:20 am - 1:00 pm 
Coming of Age 
at All Souls 
   12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 
YRUU at All Souls 
   12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

18 
 

19 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

20 
Board Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 9:30 pm 
 

21 
Dream Interpretation 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
 

22 23 
 

24 
YRUU at All Souls 
   12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

25 
 

26 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm 
 

27 
 

28 
TED Small Group 
   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

29 30 

31 
Annual Congregational 
Meeting 
   11:30 am - 1:30 pm 

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.  

 

Intergenerational Book Club 
By Heather J. Mitchell 

S ome ideas for what to read for the Intergenerational 
Book Club meeting on May 6. 

Evidence of the Afterlife: The Science of Near-Death 
Experiences by Jeffrey Long and Paul Perry 

Consciousness Beyond Life: The Science of the Near-
Death Experience by Pim van Lommel 

Proof of Heaven: A Neurosurgeon's Journey into the 
Afterlife by Eben Alexander 

 

Issues on Aging for May 
Coping with Physical Changes 

By Sue Neufeld 

I f you are like most people, change is challenging.  
Even beneficial and positive change generates stress.  

Change of any kind alters plans, expectations, and 
routines.  This is problematic since most people are 
creatures of habit.  We love our ruts and routines!  We 
revel in knowing what is around the bend, don’t we?  We 
take comfort in a well-conceived plan.  We relish feeling 
normal, safe, and secure – in control.  When confronted 
by the changes posed by aging what do we do?   Meet 
with Betty Davis on Saturday, May 16 from 10:30 am - 12 
noon in the Middle School classroom to discuss this 
aging issue. 
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T he month of May is full of new beginnings as spring 
is in full bloom.  We also have many endings as 

school winds up, graduations happen, and the cycle of 
the church year comes to an end.  Here at HPCUU, this 
busy month of May brings child dedications and 
celebrations of motherhood, listening to and celebrating 
with our youth as they mark important turning points in 
their lives, lifting up and thanking our volunteers, and 
honoring our military.  And finally, we bring our church 
year to a close with our congregational meeting. 

This whole year we have focused on the importance of 
relationship and how we are called to be in the world.  
Somewhere, in our uniquely American programming, we 
have developed the notion that we are individuals, 
capable of dealing with the world on our own.  Yet we 
are born from relationships and born into relationships.  
Our whole understanding of being human in this world 
develops in the great stew of relationships, which are 
built on their previous relationships, which are built on 
their previous relationships.   

None of us would exist without those who came before 
us, and none of us would exist the way we are in this 
present moment if it wasn’t for all the other people in our 
lives and those surrounding us right now.  And our 
world would cease to exist, as we know it, without those 
who will follow us into the future, carrying the imprint 
of humanity in whatever way we have given it to them.  
We may find faults and flaws with our ancestors (I 
certainly do!) and I expect our descendants will find 
faults and flaws with us.  However flawed the life we 
have been given may be, it is also brilliant and shocking 
and mysterious and marvelous, and so much more!   

This is our inheritance, which is our monthly theme for 
this month of May. 

As Unitarian Universalists, we have inherited the 
perspectives that “all souls are worthy”, and that 
humanity creates both heaven and hell for ourselves and 
each other in this lifetime.  Our historical faith tradition 
teaches us that all have both the gift and the 
responsibility of “free will” to choose our own path and 
discover our own truths.  As individualistic as that 
sounds, a deeper understanding is emerging from our 
time that our faith journey happens in the midst of all the 
relationships surrounding us, and that have come before 
us.  We are all connected and we are all responsible for 
the influences we leave on others.  This is a newer part of 
our legacy summed up by the Zulu notion of “Ubuntu” – 
often translated as “I am because you are.”  In other 
words, we create one another. 

The big question I am left with is this:  How do we 
become the best possible influence for all those around us 
now and for those coming in the future?  What do you 
think?  I encourage you to explore this question this 
month.  And if you wish to share your thoughts, feel free 
to send me an email, give me a call, or put a post on our 
Facebook page.  I would love to hear what you have to 
say. 

Whatever the answers may be, my greatest prayer is that 
we find the steps to take in this lifetime that help all of 
humanity begin a path of healing and new hope. 

On the path with you, 
Dana Lightsey 

Minister’s Musings 

Minister’s Musings 
by Rev Dana Lightsey 

 

Inheritance – Looking Back, Looking ahead 

Now accepting applications for Nursery Caregivers! 
By Jessica Laike 

Nursery Caregivers must be at least 20 years old, have previous experience working with young children and pass a national 
criminal background check. Current First Aid & CPR certification greatly preferred, those without must be willing to obtain 
certification within 30 days of hire. If you are interested in working in our nursery with children ages 0-4 years on Sunday 
mornings, please send a cover letter, resume and 3 references to dff@hpcuu.org.  



Page 5 

New Chautauqua lecture series 

W hat's Chautauqua you ask? Chautauqua describes an adult education movement in the United States, which 
brought entertainment and culture for the whole community, with speakers, teachers, musicians, entertainers, 

preachers and specialists of the day. Former US President Theodore Roosevelt was quoted as saying that Chautauqua 
is "the most American thing in America".  

Our series here at High Plains will consist of presentations and lectures by members of our community on various 
topics of interest. All presentations will take place after church on Sundays and will be free of charge. 

Our first presentation will be given by Duane Russell on May 17th and will engage our May worship theme of 
Inheritance by exploring the legacy of some famous and not-so-famous women of history. Snacks will be provided 
and childcare is available upon request. Please contact Jessica at dff@hpcuu.org to request childcare. 

Navigators USA 

H ave you heard of Navigators USA? Navigators USA (http://navigatorsusa.org/) 
is a scouting organization started by UUs and organized around the 7 principles. 

The best news is that there is a new Navigators chapter which has just formed in 
Colorado Springs and will be meeting here at High Plains! The first informational 
meeting for parents will be on Monday, May 11 at 6:00 pm in the elementary rooms. 
Yearly dues will be $50, which will cover insurance for the Chapter and t-shirts the kids 
will decorate for uniforms. The current group is set up for children 5-7 years old, 
however if you are interested in leading an older Navigators group please contact Sara 
Balthazor at (719) 352-5456. We’d love to expand into older age ranges with additional 
leaders! 

The Navigator Moral Compass: 

As a Navigator I promise to do my best; to create a world free of prejudice and ignorance. 

To treat people of every race, creed, lifestyle and ability with dignity and respect. 

To strengthen my body and improve my mind; to reach my full potential. 

To protect our planet and preserve our freedom. 

Faith Formation 

Faith Formation 
by Jessica Laike 

 

 

Summer is coming! 

W ould you like to help run our summer education classes for children? High Plains is hiring 6 summer 
supervisors to run our summer programming session. Summer supervisors are expected to work a minimum 

of 8 Sundays from June 7th – August 30th. Hours will be from 9:30 am – 11:30 am and will be paid at $12/hr. Summer 
supervisors will be responsible for planning and executing all summer programming, with guidance from Jessica 
Laike, DFF. If you are interested in applying please send a resume and cover letter to dff@hpcuu.org by May 10th.  
Applicants should be over 18, have experience working with children and youth, possess strong time management 
skills and a positive attitude.  
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What’s Happening in Faith Formation? 

P lease note that this is not meant to be a comprehensive list of everything that has happened in the church in 
regard to Faith Formation, but instead to serve as a highlight reel of the last month and a look at what is coming 

up in the next month. 

What We Did in April: 

Historical Jesus, the Development of Christianity & the Historians – led by Larry Sargent was a rousing success 
with nearly 20 participants 

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt had record-breaking attendance with over 40 kids participating from nursery age 
through middle school.  

April 7: Rev. Dana, Jessica Laike, Tim Oliver & 10 of our youth attended the TEDxYouth@MileHigh  
 conference 

April 10-12: High School seniors Kyle Adams, Morgan Day and Marley Ferguson-Hautzinger were recognized 
 at the Mountain Desert District’s Bridging Conference. 

April 12: 5th-6th Grade OWL class began 

April 18-27: 51st Annual 9th MDD Grade Trip 

April 26: Children’s Chapel 

Coming up in May: 

All Month: Colorado Springs YRUU youth group meets at All Souls 

May 3;: 5th-6th Grade Our Whole Lives from 8:00 am - 9:30 am 

 Child Dedication Ceremony 

May 7: Dream Interpretation – session 7 at 7:00 pm 

May 10: 5th-6th Grade Our Whole Lives from 8:00 am - 9:30 am 

 Inter-Gen Middle School Service 

May 11: Navigators USA informational parents’ meeting, 6:00 pm 

May 17: 5th-6th Grade Our Whole Lives, 8:00 am - 9:30 am 

 Chautauqua Lecture Series: Amazing Women with Duane Russell, 12:00 pm 

 Coming of Age Class at All Souls, 12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

May 21: Dream Interpretation – session 8, 7:00 pm 

May 31: Inter-Gen Youth Bridging Service 

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at 
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.  

Faith Formation 
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Group Photo 
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A s you know we have scheduled our annual 
congregational meeting for May 31st. One of the 

items that will be voted on will be a change to the make-
up of our Board of Trustees. First the Board would like to 
change the term length of two years to three years and 
change the number of BOT members from six to seven. 
This is an effort to enhance the continuity of the BOT as 
well as spreading out the workload for individuals on the 
BOT. The office of President will be one year as President
-Elect, followed by one year as President, followed by 
one year as Past President. The President-Elect will fill 
the duties of our present Vice President and the Post 
President will fill the duties of an at large member and be 
available to help the President in case of need. In the past 
the BOT secretary was elected by the BOT at its first 
meeting in July. This invariably led to a feeling of being 
blindsided and pushed into a position that was not 

expected by the person so honored. In the future all BOT 
officers will be elected by the congregation as a whole 
and will be recruited by the Leadership Development 
Team for those specific offices. All BOT positions will be 
three-year terms and will be staggered in such a way as 
to put as small a load as possible on the Leadership 
Development Team’s recruitment efforts. I will be 
available after church on May 10th, May 17th and May 24th 
to further explain these changes to our By-Laws and to 
answer any questions about them. 

Make sure you Save the date: 

May 31st 11:45 we will have our annual congregational 
meeting. 

Jim Montgomery, 
President of the Board of Trustees  

President’s Post 

The President’s Post 
by Jim Montgomery 

Dear Social Justice Committee, Rev. Lightsey, and members of High Plains Church Unitarian 
Universalist, 

I am writing to say thank you for allowing us to present during the fourth Sunday offering at 
HPCUU about GlobeMed at the University of Denver. 

We greatly enjoyed the opportunity to present to members of a community that cherishes ideals of 
justice and service. It was truly an honor to have the opportunity. 

Furthermore, we would like to extend our gratitude to the community for their unprecedented 
generosity in helping us reach our fundraising goals. I am excited to inform you all that, thanks to 
your help, we have recently met our fundraising goals for the 2014/15 academic year. As mentioned, 
this money will ALL be going directly to the projects that we have developed with the local 
leadership of Buddhism for Social Development Action (BSDA) in Kampong Cham, Cambodia. We 
would never have been able to reach our goal without your help. 

Once again, we want to say thank you. Not just for helping us with the cause we are fighting for in 
GlobeMed, but also for continuously “living your faith” as UUs and standing up for the inherent 
worth and dignity of all people. 

Sincerely, 
Alec and David Feuerbach  

4th Sunday Collection News… 

B elow is a thank you note we received from our February “Fourth Sunday” recipients (due to Feb. 22 snow closure, 
this was held on March 8).  Thanks to the generosity of the congregation, our collection raised $604.00 for 

GlobeMed at the University of Denver!  



Page 9 

Act for Social Justice 
Social Justice News 

By Julie Feuerbach - Social Justice Coordinator 

T he HPCUU Social Justice Team 
continues to meet monthly to talk about what we 

can do to help High Plains achieve its social justice 
developmental goal.  We all agree that this is an 
important question that will help guide us as we think 
about how to structure our Social Justice ministries, how 
to get the congregation more actively involved with SJ 
ministries without burning people out, and how to 
determine and communicate our long term vision for SJ 
ministries at HPCUU.  I am very grateful for our small, 
but dedicated, team:  Tamara Latham, Lori Sly, Marianne 
Sheldon, Amanda Udis-Kessler, and myself.  If you want 
to be part of this team, please let me know.  We’d love to 
have you join us! 

In addition to the team members, we continue to have a 
number of volunteers involved with specific social justice 
ministries.  From delivering meals to seniors, to helping 
with a Habitat for Humanity build, to being part of a 
Fostering Hope team, to helping at the Marian House 
Soup Kitchen, there are numerous ways for people to 
become involved with our social justice ministries.  There 
is information about all of our SJ ministries (along with 
contact information for the leader of each effort) on our 
web page.   

This month I’d like to highlight two of our social justice 
ministries.  As most of you hopefully know, our 
Welcoming Congregation Renewal Committee has been 
meeting for over a year now as HPCUU goes through the 
process of renewing our status as a Welcoming 
Congregation.  Under the leadership of Beth Blakney-
Ingham, this group has offered a variety of workshops 
on LGBTQ issues, sponsored movie nights with LGBTQ 
themes, and planned/implemented a joint HPCUU/
ASUUC float and booth for last summer’s annual 
PrideFest celebration.  The culmination of this process 
will be a congregational vote at our annual meeting that 
we want to recertify as a Welcoming Congregation, 
followed by the submission to the UUA of our 
application which will detail how we’ve met the required 
steps to do so.  The committee has decided to continue 
after the renewal process is complete to help organize 
our PrideFest efforts again this year.  If you’d like to help 
with this, please contact Beth at welcoming@hpcuu.org. 

Another social justice ministry that is underway involves 
getting our UUA designation as a Green Sanctuary.  
Gretchen Hein has agreed to lead this effort which 
involves an extensive application process as well as a 
number of projects which will need to be completed in 

the following areas:  Worship and Celebration, Religious 
Education, Environmental Justice, and Sustainable 
Living.  She and her team will need a lot of involvement 
from the congregation to successfully complete this 
process.  You will be hearing more about how you can 
help with these projects in the future; however, if you are 
interested in assisting with the planning and organizing 
pieces, please let Gretchen know!  You can contact her 
via the socialjustice@hpcuu.org email, and I will make 
sure she gets your message.  Members of High Plains 
have talked for years about becoming more “green” and 
pursuing the Green Sanctuary status, so this is very 
exciting! 

Julie Feuerbach, 
HPCUU Social Justice Chair 

Small Group Ministry Update 
By Jill Forney 

N ow that we are rolling along with a variety of small 
groups in terms of duration, frequency of meetings 

and topics, we hope you have all had the opportunity to 
find a group that interests you and works for your 
schedule. If not, we hope to continually add new groups, 
especially as shorter-term groups disband, so keep 
checking! And, as always, we are in need of group 
organizers who are willing to come to facilitator training 
so we can keep adding more group options. 

In the meantime, we’d like to clarify what we mean 
when we talk about small group ministry.  

When the Small Group Ministry Steering Committee was 
organized to revitalize U & I groups, we recognized that 
the ministry of the church is supported ANY time a 
group of two or more people associated with the church 
spend time together, participate in our community, and 
build ties with one another.  Whether the get-together is 
purely social (dinner with friends), centered around a 
shared interest (knitters), or tied directly to the core 
ministry of the church (Soul Matters), we are ministering 
to the needs of one another.  

To clarify our mission, the committee came up with three 
main categories of small groups in the church: adult 
religious education classes, special interest groups (also 
referred to as affinity groups), and covenant groups. 
They are ALL small group ministry groups, but the 
steering committee was only charged with revitalizing 
covenant groups.  

Adult RE groups tend to follow more of a class model in 
which an instructor teaches a particular topic. There may 
be some discussion and dialogue but that is not the 
primary purpose of the group. Adult RE classes will 

Social Justice 
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Peace Camp, 2015 
By Lisa Poffenberger 

P ikes Peak Justice and Peace Commission is pleased 
to offer Peace Camp, 2015 for children entering 

grades 1 – 8.  This year’s camp will be held at 
Broadmoor Community Church, 
315 Lake Ave in Colorado Springs, 
from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., Monday, July 
27 – Friday, July 31.    

Why Peace Camp? Peace Camp is 
a five-day camp designed to 
provide children with the skills 
needed to be peacemakers in a 
world in which violence and 
aggression can be common.  Each 
day will be broken into two 
distinct sessions, with the morning 
focusing on  
learning peacemaking skills and 
the afternoon focusing on 
applying those skills in daily life. The daily schedule 
includes traditional camp activities such as art, music, 
drama, stories, games, and cooperative activities, but all 
will be designed to highlight the lessons of the day. 

This year’s theme, Becoming Peacemakers, will center 
on the concept of mindfulness. Monday’s theme, peace 
with self, will focus on self-confidence and self-esteem. 
Tuesday and Wednesday will emphasize the idea of 
peace with others by stressing friendship, kindness, 
cooperation, compassion, effective communication, and 
conflict resolution. Thursday’s activities explore peace 

with the environment by providing 
children with practical ways in 
which they can better the world in 
which we live. Friday is designated 
as “Peace Day,” and will feature a 
closing celebration demonstrating 
the central themes of the week. 

The cost of the camp is $80 per 
week, with financial assistance 
available as needed. Interested in 
learning more? Contact Scott 
Olson, director of the Pikes Peak 
Justice and Peace Commission, at 
director@ppjpc.org or 719-632-

6189.  Registration questions? Contact Marta Fioriti at 
mfioriti@broadmoorchurch.org. 

continue to be administered by Jessica Laike, our 
Director of Faith Formation, and will not fall under the 
administration of the steering committee. 

Special Interest (Affinity) groups tend to be centered 
around shared interests (knitting, golfing, paganism) 
and while they may or may not have a formal leader, 
they are not led by trained facilitators and they do not 
always establish group covenants. These groups will 
also continue as before (some new ones have been 
added!) and while they will not be administered by the 
steering committee, we will attempt to maintain a list of 
the groups and primary contact persons. 

Covenant groups include the existing U & I groups and 
many of the newest groups added. These groups will be 
led by trained facilitators, develop group covenants, and 
include a social action component. Most importantly, 
they are a major component of our developmental goals 
and will be directly tied to the core ministry of the 
church in a variety of ways. For more information about 
covenant groups, please contact the steering committee 
at sgm-Steering@hpcuu.org and look for a sign-up sheet 
coming soon to the church’s website. 
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Peace Camp 
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Meet the Carpenters 
You probably already know Dave and Rosie Carpenter 
and their children.  But did you know... 

After living in Texas for over 3 years, the Carpenters 
relocated to Colorado Springs from Arizona, where they 
lived for 14 months.  Dave is a native of Colorado but 
Rosie still misses Wales, although Colorado is becoming 
a second favorite.  Arriving with them from Arizona are 
twins, Heather and Brillen (Welsh for Primrose).  The 
Carpenters' welcomed their new family member Carys 
(Welsh for Love), 4 months ago.  

The Carpenters attended a Unitarian Universalist church 
in Arizona and after a search on the internet found High 
Plains Church UU and joined last year. 

Rosie holds a doctorate in fossil plants and is currently a 
full time mother.  A few of her favorite church activities 
include the Stitchers' Group where she crochets but 
wants to include knitting and the Parents Covenant 
Group.  She is a past member of the Publicity Team. 

Dave is a member of the choir but is currently serving in 
an Army MI unit in Kuwait.  He has been a computer 
programmer and a physics teacher.  His nickname is 
"Rocket Scientist."  His interests include gardening and 
"home brew." 

They would eventually like to join in the work of Habitat 
for Humanity  And their wish is for more church 
programming with childcare as an option. 

 There are 20 soldiers in Dave's section.  Three are 
married but the rest are single.  If you would like to 
contribute to a care package for Dave's section,  a 
collection box will be available at the new members' 
table.  Items for consideration include homemade 

cookies, gourmet coffee, cardboard scented air freshener 
(must be cardboard), hand cream, chap stick, men's 
fitness magazines also car and sports magazines, and 
puzzle books.  

Meet Christy and Shawn 
Among HPCUU's newest members are Shawn Allred 
and Christy Harris.  They arrived in Colorado Springs in 
November, by way of Florida.  Christy grew up in 
Florida and Shawn grew up in a military family and 
lived "everywhere" but his favorite place is England.  
Soon after arriving in Colorado Springs they searched the 
Internet for a church home and decided on HPCUU 
because of its smaller congregation.  They joined during 
April's Membership Sunday. 

 Christy and Shawn's son Oscar is four years old and 
describes his favorite pastime as "playing."  Christy has 
two sons, Toby, 11 and Gabriel, (Gabe) 14 who will visit 
this summer.  

 Shawn works in Oilfield Services in North Dakota but is 
currently nursing a injured arm resulting from a work 
injury.  

 Christy enjoys crocheting with the HPCUU Stitchers, 
reading and being a Mother.  Shawn enjoys video games 
and anything electronic.  He has also worked as a 
hardware store manager and a police officer.  They enjoy 
meeting with the Parents Covenant Group and hope in 
the future to be active with the Social Justice Team.  Their 
wish is for more church programming with childcare as 
an option. 

 They are happy and impressed with HPCUU.  "We love 
it," they explained.  We are glad to have you join us 
Shawn, Christy and Oscar.  Welcome. 

New Members 

High Plains Stitchers 
 
The Stitchers meet on the first and third Fridays of each month at 1:00 pm. 
 
On May 1, we will meet at HPCUU to continue our lap quilt project for future needs of 
church members/friends who have a serious illness or surgery.  We will need people to 
man the sewing machines and ironing boards, but those who want to bring other stitching 
projects are welcome. 
 
On May 15, we will meet as usual at Peak Place Coffeehouse, 2360 Montebello 
Square Dr. Unit-H1.  The coffeehouse has a full menu of drinks, lunch items, and 
snacks.  It is located in a small shopping center on the northwest corner of Academy and 
Montebello.  Bring your stitching project or any easily transportable craft and join us! 
 
Questions?  Contact Janet at stitchers@hpcuu.org  
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Thank you for being a volunteer 
It’s a privilege to work with you 

We want you to know how grateful we are 
Every day the entire year through 

May 17. “Our Living Inheritance: Volunteers Lead High Plains”  

Our church will honor its volunteers at the May 17 Sunday service. Amanda Udis-Kessler will deliver the sermon, Tim 
Oliver will be Lay Leader, and Gretchen Cutts will conduct a brief thank you ceremony. Come help celebrate our great 
volunteer community! 

VBB 

People are busy at the Volunteer Bulletin Board. Check it out on the wall near the scrip table. 

While there:  

1. Be sure that your name is there if you’ve given even an hour of your time this year. 
2. Post the names of others whose names should be there but are not. 
3. Use the Help Wanted section to post your needs for help with your team or project. 
4. Reply to the volunteer opportunities already posted by others. 
5. Check the VBB regularly for additions and changes. 

FYI 

High Plains’ volunteer year is the same as its fiscal year; July 1 each year - June 30 the following year. 

The Church Council consists of one representative, usually the Team Leader, from each team named by the Board of 
Trustees. The Council meets bi-monthly for the purpose of exchanging information about activities within the church. 

Church Council Teams are: Pastoral/Caring; Welcome; Worship & Music; Volunteer Coordinator; 

Fellowship; Finance; Leadership Development; Faith Formation; Publicity; Ushers; Buildings & Grounds Council 
(Buildings, Grounds and Aesthetics). 

Volunteer Coordinating Team 

Lynn Whitacre has volunteered to join with Volunteer Coordinator Gretchen Cutts to form the “Volunteer 
Coordinating Team.” Karen Clemmensen will continue as Aesthetic Team consultant regarding the Volunteer Bulletin 
Board.  

Currently, the Volunteer Coordinating Team: provides HPCUU note cards to team and project leaders; consults with 
leaders and volunteers seeking to find each other; corresponds with visitors who request information about volunteer 
opportunities; works with the Welcome Team and Church Council to make volunteering at High Plains meaningful 
and fruitful; communicates volunteer information to all.  

Tools used to publicize and provide those services include this newsletter; mid-week announcements; Sunday 
announcements; word-of-mouth; Volunteer Bulletin Board; scrolling announcements above the Welcome Table; 
display at Welcome Table of opportunities flyer. 

Contact Us 
Volunteer@hpcuuu.org  

Need a Volunteer? Want to Volunteer? 

If you answer 'yes' to either of those questions, you might want to contact our Volunteer Coordinator. 
She will ask you several questions and work with you for the best possible match between church and volunteer 
needs. volunteer@hpcuu.org 

Volunteer's Page 
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Israel and Palestine 2014 
Part 10: The Lone Oak 
By Lori Sly 

“I ’m not an activist,” said Myron Joshua, in his 
trademark casual tone. Bandages clung to the trim, 

gray-bearded gentleman’s elbow, partly falling off, and 
he walked with a cane. Myron met our group at the Gush 
Etzion Museum in Palestine on May 18. He spoke with a 
quiet and easy sense of humor. He made heavy subjects 
seem nimble and perfectly conquerable. Saying he wasn’t 
an activist made me wonder what he was. 

Myron was born in the United 
States, to German Jewish 
parents, who left the U.S. to 
live in the Gush Etzion area as 
Zionists. Zionism is a 
nationalist and political 
movement that supports the 
reestablishment of a Jewish 
homeland in Israel. Gush 
Etzion is the name for a 
cluster of Jewish immigrant 
settlements, initially 
agricultural endeavors, built 

on land purchased from Palestinians in the 1920’s and 
30’s. The settlements are located in the mountains 
directly south of Jerusalem and Bethlehem, in the West 
Bank. In Myron’s vision, his Zionist quest never 
precluded another nation from sharing the historical 
land, nor from receiving equal treatment under the law. 

When Myron first shared that he was no activist, I wasn’t 
paying close attention to the rest of what he said.  Not 
only was it difficult to remain in “on” mode all the time 
with deep listening techniques, I was also still reeling 
from the shocking film we’d watched about a 1948 
massacre within the Gush Etzion community. The film, 
and the prior museum tour, involved many black and 
white pictures of doe-eyed children, and families 
working on cooperative farms, called kibbutzim. The last 
thing we were shown, an artifact preserved within a 
room behind the movie screen, was a subterranean 
cement bunker in which kibbutz members were shot 
dead for little apparent reason.  I tried to imagine myself 
in the shoes of anyone who might want hard-working 
farmers or their children slaughtered, and I couldn’t. 

We left the museum, and Myron took us to see the Lone 
Oak, a surviving landmark of the Kfar Etzion kibbutz. 
We stood together around the ancient dual-trunked 
growth, encircled by boulders and various 
commemorative plaques.  

There we awaited two young men, a Palestinian Muslim 
and a Jewish Israeli. Each had lost a grandfather near this 
tree, a few days apart, in May 1948. Although the plaques 
near the tree that day only told of the Jews who’d been 
killed there, the Palestinian man would tell us about 
Palestinian deaths as well. 

Myron explained that the Jewish speaker, who wasn’t 
present yet, was reluctant to talk in front of others. After 
much encouragement from Myron, he now hoped the 
young man would show up anyway.   

 

 

Israel and Palestine 

Myron Joshua 

Pre-1948 Pictures of Gush Etzion Kibbutzim Life 

The Lone Oak at the Previous Location of Kfar Etzion 
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The Palestinian man joined us first, in a black jacket and 
sunglasses, like he might’ve come in on a Harley 
Davidson. He had a translator with him, a woman 
dressed in modern slacks and wearing a tightly-wrapped 
Muslim headscarf. But while the young Palestinian spoke 
to us, he chose to use Myron’s help rather than his 
translator’s. He related that when someone first asked 
him to come to the Lone Oak site, he had been averse to 
the idea. He didn’t like Jews and wasn’t planning on 
forgiving any. He was more likely to participate in 
intifadas (Arab uprisings against Jews). After much 
persuasion, he finally said he might stop by and smoke a 
cigarette or something, while everyone else talked.  

But once there, he was drawn in. Eventually he learned 
Hebrew and began conversing with his new Jewish 
friends, and groups of tourists.  Now he regularly 
participates in reconciliation programs, and conducts a 
Jewish-Palestinian hiking group as well.  

At one point while the Palestinian was talking, another 
group of about a dozen people came through. It appeared 
to consist of an extended Jewish family, from babies in 
strollers to the elderly. The patriarch, marked by his 
potbelly and graying beard, carried a large machine gun 
over his shoulder. He seemed very curious about what 
our Palestinian speaker said, often ambling closer to 
listen, while trying to appear like he was still engaged in 
watching family members. It was interesting to me that 
he didn’t feel free to listen openly.  

After a while, our anticipated Jewish speaker joined us, 
although he did seem hesitant about talking in front of 
the group of eleven women. He wore a yarmulke and a 
short-sleeved button-up shirt, untucked. He only spoke 
Hebrew, so Myron translated for us. Gently and 
cheerfully, Myron prodded him again and again to tell 
specifics about his family’s history and himself today. 

The highlight of his story was that the young Jewish 
man’s family had published a popular book of love 
letters going back and forth between his grandfather and 
grandmother. In November 1947 the grandmother had 
evacuated to Jerusalem and the grandfather remained to 
defend the kibbutz. They wrote to each other from 
November 1947 until May 1948, while Gush Etzion was 
isolated from the rest of the Jewish population, and 
supplies and mail were flown in by plane. Despite some 
emergency flights by an Auster from Jerusalem and Piper 
Cubs out of Tel Aviv onto an improvised airfield, 
adequate supplies were not getting in. An emergency 
reinforcement convoy was ordered, attempting to march 
to Gush Etzion under cover of darkness, but was 
discovered, and its members killed by Arab forces. The 
grandfather was killed in a later attack on his kibbutz.  

 

After talking to us, the Jewish man 
spoke to the Palestinian man in 
friendly-sounding Hebrew words. 
They laughed together. Their 
camaraderie illustrated possibility for 
the future, one quite different than 
typical US and Israeli news and history 
outlets had me vaguely believing, 
where these peoples have always been 
at war and always will be. 

We left the Lone Oak to have lunch with Myron at a strip 
mall. The mall was built at the junction of two small 
highways, and included a string of cafes and a Rami Levy 
supermarket, part of a discount chain of markets. Before 
we ate, we explored the supermarket, guessing at the 
contents of food packages with foreign labels while 
awaiting our turn in the restrooms.  Palestinians and 
Israeli Jews shopped near us, together, with no problems. 
The shopping center served as a popular hitchhiking 
post, both south to Hebron and Be'er Sheva, and north to 
Jerusalem. As we ate sitting at small tables along a 
sidewalk, some Palestinian teenage boys hung around us 
and showed off. 

After lunch, Myron took us to Hirbeit Zacharia, a 
Palestinian village in the middle of the Jewish Etzion bloc 
of settlements.  The village sat on a site traditionally 
identified with the burial spot of Zachariah, a prophet 
who is revered in both Jewish and Islamic tradition. 

We left the minibus and gathered by the village school. A 
group of young children joined us. Myron quietly 
warned us to watch our belongings. He’d brought a rabbi 
there a while back who had his camera stolen. The 
camera was eventually recovered. Nevertheless, the 
children were friendly to us, and vice versa. 

Holly, a woman from our group, shared some books with 
a girl of about seven or eight. The books had magnetic 
“tangram” geometric pieces that could be copied next to 
diagrams on the surface of the pages. The girl was 
fascinated as Holly helped her figure out how to make a 
copy, and smiled broadly when she understood she 
could keep it. I wished I’d thought of bringing such 
things to share. 

Israel and Palestine 

Hirbeit Zacharia School and Rooftops 
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Myron told us about the limitations 
on the school and other buildings 
in the village. Ever since the Jews’ 
return to the hills of Etzion in 1967 
(Jews were forbidden in the area 
from 1948-1967, between two 
wars), the Israeli government 
wouldn’t approve building permits 
for Palestinian construction here. A 
kindergarten was halted while in 
progress, and more classrooms for 
the local school were refused.  

The residents of the village continued to live crowded in 
their original homes, some of which had stood 100 years 
and more. They weren’t allowed to add proper 
infrastructure for modern plumbing. Myron told us that 
the Israeli Defense Forces had demolished eight houses 
built without permits. Building permits for structures on 
land they owned, undisputed, had been routinely 
ignored or denied.  

While Myron talked to us, three Palestinian men, two 
probably in their twenties, and one elderly, came out of a 
tin-sided home. They greeted Myron with warm 
handshakes and dialogue. Myron told us the village 
mayor owned this house. His children who married and 
wanted to remain in the village were forced to share one 
room for parents and children.  One of these young men 
would be leaving for Bethlehem soon, to reduce the 
overcrowding.  

We visitors also saw the mosque with an unfinished 
minaret, its completion not approved by Israeli civil 
authority. This reminded me of the stories I heard about 
earlier building limits on synagogues in Jerusalem, at a 
time when Arabs occupied that city. I doubted two 
wrongs made a right. 

On this 2014 trip we heard multiple times that most Jews 
and Palestinians have minimal contact, and the Israeli 
construction of new walls is diminishing that further. 
They live in different neighborhoods and listen to totally 
different news sources, one outer Jerusalem tour guide 
told us. Polite or mildly impolite interaction for gas 
station service, building maintenance, or food 
transactions, is the usual extent of interaction, if that. 
Myron, “not an activist,” was changing that. He pointed 
out a large synagogue, visible on a nearby hillside.  He 
talked of efforts to get the rabbi involved in interfaith 
discussions and an urban development program for the 
village. The rabbi was cooperative, and so was the small 
town mayor. But unfortunately, both Israeli government 
and Palestinian Authority bureaucrats were working 
against them.  

 

Out of all the experiences I had while in Israel and 
Palestine, the time I spent with Myron spurred the most 
post-trip research, thought, and hope. I became interested 
in the Gush Etzion area’s story for multiple reasons. One 
reason was that settlement efforts there appeared not to 
push Palestinians out of their pre-existing homes, with 
Jews from outside forcibly occupying structures and 
farms built through the efforts of others. The Etzion land 
fell between zones of influence of the local Palestinian 
clans, and was paid for not only through sale of land, but 
also with multiple attempts by different groups of Jewish 
farmers trying to hack survival out of tough ground. As 
opposed to other Jewish settlements I saw, Etzion seemed 
to actually fit the common saying, "a land without a 
people for a people without a land." 

A second reason I was interested in learning more was 
that the museum narrative left me with many questions. 
If I was to hold the Gush Etzion museum’s story line in 
isolation from other events of the time, I might believe 
that peaceful civilian farmers, only tending to their land, 
were slaughtered unexpectedly by unprovoked, 
unmerciful Arabs. But I have undertaken more research 
since, and I now realize the massacre story was told 
outside of important context. The kibbutz residents were 
killed after women and children had been evacuated to 
Jerusalem, and after the 1948 Israeli-Arab war had 
started.  The war put the Gush Etzion slaughter in the 
middle of a cycle of both sides taking revenge for each 
others’ war crimes. The museum film and display 
narratives failed to emphasize these crucial facts. 
Nevertheless, I was sorry that anyone had died. The 
pictures of Jewish children, many left without parents 
and homes, linger in my mind. 

I have now read and heard many accounts where the 
Jews and Palestinians only tell their own tribe’s 
narratives as singular, horribly oppressed victims. 
Everyone on the other side is portrayed as a terrorist or 
oppressor, and many instances of cooperation are left 
out. The histories are incomplete. 

Israel and Palestine 

View of Gush Etzion Buildings and  
Synagogue from Hirbeit Zacharia 

Village Resident 
with her Tangrams 
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Reading more accounts of Etzion from multiple sources, I 
learn that unlike in Hebron, where all Jews were driven 
out or killed during a 1929 Arab uprising, residents of the 
Etzion neighboring Palestinian village of Beit Ummar 
sheltered Etzion Jewish farmers in 1929. This is the kind 
of event missing from the propaganda so prevalent on 
both sides today. The peaceful daily transactions between 
Israel Jews and Palestinian Muslims in supermarkets like 
Etzion’s Rami Levy and the bazaars of Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem are missing, too.  

The history I learned taught me that no tribe, Jewish or 
Arab, has a total claim on selfless heroism or unchecked 
barbarity. In the 1947-8 series of battles around Gush 
Etzion, various people with different character 
commanded battles and the taking of prisoners, with 
individuals on both sides showing combinations of 
vengefulness, brutality, regret and mercy. Each side 
tends to document only the parts of history that put the 
entire tribe in a good light. Don’t we Americans tend to 
do that, too?  

Gush Etzion did start on land not otherwise occupied in 
the 1920’s and 30’s. In 1947 the United Nations Partition 
Plan designated the land for the Palestinian state, a plan 
never agreed to by both sides at the same time. Jews were 
forcibly evacuated from 1948-1967, then gained the land 
back in the 1967 war.  

There was debate between Israelis in 1967 whether to 
settle in the West Bank. Many Jews considered Gush 
Etzion as the most important place to resettle. On 
September 27, 1967, Kfar Etzion became the first Jewish 
settlement in the West Bank, set up on its 1948 ruins. At 
this point it became apparent that using the name “Gush 
Etzion” helped overcome Israeli citizens’ hesitations to 
settle in the occupied West Bank. This led scheming 
politicians to attach the name “Gush Etzion” to areas that 
had no connection to the original group of kibbutzim. 
The Israeli government officially endorsed this practice in 
1980, creating the Regional Council of Gush Etzion. From 
then on, every new settlement between Jerusalem and the 
suburbs of Hebron would be referred to as part of Gush 
Etzion.  

Israel introduced an additional “legal” fraud. The High 
Court made arrangements to nationalize privately owned 
Palestinian land. This land was termed “state land” and 
was turned over to Jewish settlers to develop. Although 
denounced internationally as an “illegal” use of occupied 
Palestinian territory, tens of thousands of “dunams” were 
declared state land, and were subsequently used to 
establish new settlements surrounding Bethlehem. This 
crawling land grab has continued to this day. Today’s 
“Gush Etzion” is more than thirty times as big as it was 
in 1948. Thus, the saying, "a land without a people for a 
people without a land," seemed to fit at one time, but 
since the 1980’s it no longer does.  

The first step in solving problems, including cultural and 
national conflict, is to define the problem truthfully. The 
whole truth. Neither one person nor one side knows the 
whole of it. We can only get close to it through a 
collective of perspectives. The more I think about it, the 
more I imagine a joint history project between Israeli 
Jews and Palestinians is part of what they need to heal 
and make peace. And this is exactly what one man, 
Myron Joshua, is doing. 

The narratives from the Palestinian and the Jew at the 
Lone Oak site helped to fill in gaps of truth. While the 
two men were connected by their grandparents’ deaths at 
this site, at the same time they acknowledged times when 
Jews and Arabs get along well as neighbors. Myron was 
driving a joint, more truthful, narrative of mixed fighting 
and cooperation. This seemed like very important 
progress to me.  

In spite of the poor government leadership in place at 
Gush Etzion from both Israelis and Palestinians, Myron 
made everything seem simple. Let’s just go over here and 
do this or that together, no big deal, all amongst friends. 
Myron, the man who “wasn’t an activist” but gently 
urged people to connect, help each other, and tell their 
stories together, is my hero. 

 

Israel and Palestine 
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  HPCUU 

  1825 Dominion Way 

  Colorado Springs CO 80918 

 

 719-260-1080 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM 

Come Join Us! 

 

 

ReVISIONS by Jonathan 
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  - Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed? 
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more... 

Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209                        Licensed & Insured                        jgherdt@yahoo.com                       

Inside: 
 
Social Justice 
Small Group Ministry 
Peace Camp 
Volunteers' Page 
 

 
Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
Please submit your articles for the June newsletter 
by May 26, 2015 
 


