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HPCUU Annual Picnic 

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist                                     1825 Dominion Way                                                          Colorado Springs, CO 80918 

The HPCUU Annual Picnic will be held after church on Sunday, September 13th! 
The Fellowship Team will be providing hot dogs, veggie dogs, condiments & drinks. 
Please bring a dish to share (main dish, side dish or dessert) and join us to celebrate 
the new church year and each other! 

Kids’ Imagination Station 

Face Painting ▪ Caricatures ▪ Balloon Animals 

Great Food & Fun for  

Members, Friends & Visitors of All Ages!!! 
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September Services - Invitation 
Sept 6: "Labor of Love: Confessions of an Optimist" with Ellen Stapenhorst. There are good personal reasons to be 

an optimist - physical, emotional and social health are among them. There are also reasons to be 
optimistic about the bigger picture, including environmental and social issues. Singer/songwriter Ellen 
Stapenhorst will offer her reflections in music and story on the challenges and benefits of embracing 
optimism in our world and times. 

Sept 13: "Nurture, Inspire, Act - Pass it on!" an Ingathering, Water Ceremony with Dana Lightsey. Summer’s 
adventures are over and it is time to gather back together. Through all of the summer activities there has 
been water. Water to drink, water for playing and swimming, water for cleaning and washing, here and 
MOST everywhere else in the world. It is in us and moving through us. Our theme for this month of 
September is "How are we a people of ‘Invitation’?" Water, even when frozen, never stops flowing. Its 
invitation to us is to live in the flow. Remember to bring water from any source that is meaningful for 
you to share in the ceremony of rejoining and gathering together. 

Sept 20: "Bowl of Light" with Dana Lightsey. This is the time of the Jewish Holiday, Yom Kippur, or Day of 
Atonement. This is the day of forgiveness and setting one’s soul right with the cosmos and G-d again. 
What forgiveness beckons to you? What is this invitation from your soul to set things straight? 

Sept 27: "Social Action as a Spiritual Discipline" with the Social Justice Team. High Plains Church UU is 
committed to inspiring spiritual growth and acting for social justice, but we rarely talk about what one of 
these has to do with the other. Upon reflection, however, we can see some of the spiritual practices that 
go with social justice work: humility, patience, a willingness to keep learning, and many others. Please 
join us for the service, designed by the Social Justice Team, in which we will see how two of our three 
mission goals relate to one another. 

Calendar & Services 

Events Calendar - September 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
Cakes for the Queen of 
Heaven 
   6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

2 
UU Evolution 
   7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

3 
WC Committee 
   5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

4 
Stitchers/Hands 
   1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
Parent/Child U&I    
   6:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

5 

6 
 

7 
Navigators USA 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

8 
Cakes for the Queen of 
Heaven 
   6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

9 
SGE Facilitators 
   6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
UU Evolution 
   7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

10 
Small Group -  Daytime 
   1:30 pm - 3:30 pm 

11 
 

12 
Board Retreat 
   8:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

13 
Foster Family Support 
   11:30 am - 01:00 pm 
HPCUU Annual Picnic' 
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm 
YRUU  Youth Group 
   12:30 am - 2:30 pm 
 

14 
 

15 
Cakes for the Queen of 
Heaven 
   6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

16 
Board Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 9:30 pm  
UU Evolution 
   7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

17 
 
 

18 
Stitchers/Hands 
   1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Hip Parents Group     
   06:00 pm - 09:00 pm 

19 
Issues on Aging 
   10:30 am - 12:00 pm 

20 
YRUU  Youth Group 
   12:30 am - 2:30 pm 

21 
Navigators USA 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
9th Grade Trip 
Orientation 
   6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

22 
Cakes for the Queen of 
Heaven 
   6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 
 

23 
UU Evolution 
   7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

24 
 

25 
Pagan Ritual - Mabon 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

26 
 
 

27 
YRUU  Youth Group 
   12:30 am - 2:30 pm 

28 
 

29 
Cakes for the Queen of 
Heaven 
   6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

30 
Book Club 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.  
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E llen Stapenhorst has been writing and performing music for decades, 
beginning in the coffee houses of southern California in the Sixties.She 

has been active in movements throughout her life, from civil and human 
rights, peace and environmental to personal transformation. She holds a 
black belt in the martial art of Aikido (“the way of harmony”), which has a 
goal to redirect attacking energy so no one is harmed and life is served. 
She’s spent over two decades offering programs on conflict resolution and 
personal growth using aikido principles. Her music reflects her values and 
concerns, and she engages her audiences with humor and thoughtfulness. 

Minister’s Musings 
by Rev Dana Lightsey 

Do not try to save the whole world 
or do anything grandiose. 
Instead, create a clearing 
in the dense forest of your life 
and wait there patiently, 
until the song that is your life falls 
into your own cupped hands 
and you recognize and greet it. 
Only then will you know 
how to give yourself to this world 
so worthy of rescue.   

-Clearing by Martha Postlewaite 

The Song In Your Heart 

Y ou might have heard a new song in the past 
few months at church.  The lyrics go something 

like this, “Listen to the song in your heart.  Listen to 
the song in your heart.  A song of love, every one 
has a part. Listen to the song in your heart.”  Why is 
it that this song can be so hard to hear?  In the poem 
by Martha Postlewaite, she talks about waiting 
patiently “until the song that is your life falls into 
your own cupped hands.” 

I know what this is like and, as irrational as it is, it is 
something that I can believe in, because the song 
that is my life follows the rules of mythology rather 
than logic.  It is elusive; the noise of a busy life 
ensures that it stays hidden from me.  But in quiet 
moments, unexpected moments of settling in to the 
present, suddenly there is a glimpse, a feeling, an 
intuitive knowing of greater depths far beyond 
words and logic.  I hear it – the song in my heart.  It 
isn’t necessarily happy or joyful; it is powerful and 
moving, and yet unmistakably my soul. 

 

But it is so easy to chase it away with my very 
logical “to do” list and my overly busy life.  And 
yet, those moments feel like the most real and 
authentic moments I have experienced.  This is 
when the soul comes knocking and calling, “Do you 
remember, do you remember, do you remember 
your song?”  It is the invitation I long for and yet, I 
so often push it away. 

Do you know what I am talking about?  Our theme 
this month is “Invitation”.  May we listen for the 
deepest and most important invitation that awaits 
us every moment of every day, and that is to return 
to the song in our hearts. 

Keep singing, 
Rev. Dana Lightsey 

Minister's Musings 
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Faith Formation 
by Jessica Laike 

The great end in religious instruction is not to stamp our minds upon the young, but to stir up their own; 
not to make them see with our eyes, but to look inquiringly and steadily with their own; not to give them a 
definite amount of knowledge, but to inspire a fervent love of truth... In a word, the great end in religious 
instruction is to awaken the soul, to excite and cherish spiritual life.  ~ Rev. William Ellery Channing 

A s we move into our new church year, I want to share with you about some exciting changes 
happening in our children’s Faith Formation programming this year. Our regular classes will begin 

on September 13th and before they do, check out all the new program offerings below: 

Children’s Chapel! 

Worship is one of the sacred elements of our Sunday morning experience and once a month, instead of 
being in the sanctuary with the adults, we’ll have our own small worship service in the large Spirit Play 
(elementary) classroom. These special times will include songs and readings to help our children and youth 
connect to the spirit of worship on their own level. Chapel services will be organized by Cindy Fesgen, 
Jessica Laike and any other church members who are interested in helping with this great ministry. Chapel 
services will start at 10:00 am and last approximately 20 minutes after which children will go to their 
regular Sunday school classes.  

Spirit Play! 

The Faith Formation team is thrilled to announce the start of our Spirit Play program for children in Pre-K 

through 2nd grade. Spirit Play is a Montessori-based program developed specifically for use in Unitarian 
Universalist Sunday School classrooms. The program seeks to provide a space to help children begin to live 
into their own answers to the existential questions: Where did we come from? What are we doing here? 
How do we choose to live our lives? What happens when we die? 

The Montessori teaching philosophy is based in a proven education method whose values support 
Unitarian Universalism: 

• Encourages independent thinking through wondering questions 
• Gives children real choices within the structure of the morning 
• Creates a broader community of children in mixed age classrooms 
• Develops an underlying sense of the spiritual and the mystery of life 
• Supports congregational polity through choice of lessons 

Kerrie Lirosi, the Director of Religious Enrichment at the First Congregational Parish in Kingston, MA has 
been using the program for a number of years and says this, “Spirit Play is a way of …inviting children and 
adults into an exploration of their own needs and “existential” limits. It provides for the modeling of 
authentic religious questioning, the freedom to search for one’s own meaning, and perhaps most 
importantly, is emotionally provocative.  I often tell the children that faith is not really something you 
think, but something you feel. Spirit Play storytelling and wondering can bring to the surface many 
feelings and allows for the processing of those feelings. There is not so much of an “Ah Ha” quality as there 
is an “aaaaah” quality to the program, a comfort and connection. That, I believe, is how connections are 
made, and it’s how our children can bond to their UU faith.” 

Our Spirit Play team is being led by Marianne Sheldon, Kelley Ghorashi and Jen Keating, with classroom 
support from Gail Ballare, Logan Bliss and Heather Mitchell, and program support from Cindy Fesgen and 
Jessica Laike. We are all very excited to bring this program to High Plains and look forward to sharing it 
with our children.  

(Continued on page 5) 
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Multigenerational Bible Study! 

Have you and your child been wanting to get more familiar with the bible? This year the Faith Formation 
team is pleased to offer a multigenerational class for kids 3rd grade and up as well as any interested adults 
and parents who would like to develop a greater understanding of many of the most common Bible stories.  
Cindy Bosch and Cindy Fesgen will guide the participants through exploration of Old Testament stories in 
the Fall and New Testament stories starting in January. Each session will focus on a specific set of stories 
and participants will read ahead and consider questions relating to the topic. We will also connect the bible 
story with a UU Principle and have a fun activity to help us remember the key points in the learning. Class 
will be from 8:30 am-9:30 am on Sept. 27, October 4, 11, 18, 25, November 1, 8, 15. 

If you are interested please sign up here....https://secure.jotformpro.com/HighPlainsDFF/Bible_Study  

Toolbox of Faith & Windows and Mirrors! 

Our 3rd – 5th grade class will be using two curricula from 
the UUA’s Tapestry of Faith program, Toolbox of Faith in 
the fall and Windows and Mirrors in the spring. Led by 
their fabulous teaching team of Danielle Heimer, Sunny 
Davis, Lee Linnenburger and Michelle Wine, our upper 
elementary youth will reflect on the qualities of our 
Unitarian Universalist faith, such as integrity, courage 
and love, as tools they can use in living their lives and 
building their own faith. Each session of Toolbox of Faith 
uses a tool as a metaphor for an important quality of our 
faith such as reflection (a mirror), flexibility (duct tape) 
and justice (a flashlight). In the spring the class will begin 
to explore how Unitarian Universalism views our 
members’ multiple perspectives as a blessing. Windows 
and Mirrors nurtures children’s ability to identify their 
own experiences and perspectives and to seek out, care 
about and respect those of others. The sessions unpack 

topics that lend themselves to diverse experiences and perspectives – for example, faith heritage, public 
service, anti-racism and prayer. The program teaches that there are always multiple viewpoints and 
everyone’s viewpoint matters.  

Compass Points! 

Our Middle School class (6th-8th Grade) will be using a great new curriculum 
this year entitled Compass Points. This curriculum guides participants on a 
yearlong spiritual journey with opportunities to explore their identities, their 
beliefs, their Unitarian Universalist faith, their relationships with others and 
their connections to the world. With the guidance of their adult facilitators 
Cindy Bosch, Jill Forney and Glenn Rohlfing, youth will examine their own 
beliefs about life’s big questions – the nature of humanity and the divine, beliefs 
about life, death and faith. They will work to sort out their feelings about 
themselves and their world as they go about the difficult work of starting to 
create their adult selves. They will be expected to think independently, assume 
responsibility, make decisions and explore the values and adopt the practice of 
radical hospitality. Finally they will acquire enough background Unitarian 
Universalist history, polity and theology that they can know and express what it 
means to be a Unitarian Universalist. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Faith Formation 
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Upcoming Adult Education Classes 

Cakes for the Queen of Heaven - On the Threshold:  
September 22 - October 27 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

A ll are welcome in this six-session course, we will journey into the past to reclaim the stories of 
powerful women to be found in ancient Judaism and in early Christianity. We will also look at the 

global silencing of women that accompanied the rise of patriarchal religion and society. Finally we will 
celebrate the exciting new world-view and theology that has emerged in our time, and explore the 
personal and social changes that may be suggested by that new world-view and theology. We will 
continue the complex process of telling a new story. Members and Friends $25.00. 

The Evolution of Our Denomination:  
A history of Unitarian Universalism from Europe to America 
September 2, 9, 16, 23  7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 

T his four session class will cover: the historical European antecedents of Unitarian and Universalism; 
growth and change of UU beliefs and organization in America over the past three hundred years; 

major personalities in our denomination movement, and discussions of where we are today. The format 
will include presentations, discussion and handouts for participants.  

Popcorn Theology for Young Adults (18-35ish) 
By Jessica Laike 

W e're taking movie night to a whole new level! Popcorn Theology takes the 
concept and popularity of movie night to explore issues of theology and 

ethics for Unitarian Universalists. All young adults are invited to join us for a 
series of films and discussions as we explore our UU faith through popular 
films. Some of the films we will review throughout the course are The Breakfast 
Club, Dogma, Monty Python's The Life of Brian,  
Meet Joe Black, Blood Diamond, and The Green Mile.  

Those interested in participating should email dff@hpcuu.org as the frequency of the meetings will be 
determined by the group of participants, either weekly, bi-weekly or monthly.  

Youth Group! 

Not only are our elementary children starting a new program, but we’ve got some changes happening in 
our high school youth program as well! After 3 great years of combined youth programming with All 
Souls, they’ve decided to explore different options for their youth program, and while we are sad to see 
them go, we have great things in store for our High Plains youth. To begin with we have a full team of 5 
adult youth advisors including Andi Hammond, Bret and Laurel Wright, Josh Meisman and Jessica Laike. 
This year we will be working with an innovative curriculum format in which we will engage with our 
monthly worship themes through field trips, guest speakers, group discussion and attending Sunday 
worship together as a group. We are also moving up our meeting time to 11:30 – 1:30 now that we don’t 
have to worry about allowing for extra travel time. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Adult Education 
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QUUest Camp 2015 
By Logan Bliss 

I  first knew QUUest camp was going to be good when I 
finally came off a dirt road after half an hour driving 

along a mountain and was immediately put into a circle 
of singing kids. I should be used to this by now, as it’s a 
tradition at UU youth events, but I always leave the circle 
feeling pleasantly refreshed and ready for the week. The 
rest of the first day mostly consisted of getting settled 
into camp; unrolling sleeping bags in cabins, getting 
registered, and exploring the area. But I, along with 
everyone else, was in for something better than we had 
ever imagined. 

A couple of the features of Camp Buckhorn include a 
human foosball court, where players have to try to kick a 
soccer ball into the goal while coordinating their 
movement with teammates, a rock climbing wall, and a 
huge dining hall. Throughout the week the campers 
made good use of the many areas of the camp. A new 
aspect of QUUest implemented this year was “OSTs;” 
Open Space Technology. The purposes of these were to 
allow any camper to lead their own workshop, where 
they could teach, build, or play just about anything they 
desired. Among the OSTs offered were card and lawn 
games, meditations, and singing. 

I knew my first QUUest was going to be great, but the 
experience I had and the memories I made will last a 
lifetime. There isn’t one person that went to QUUest who 
would say they didn’t have a good time. New friends 
were made, old friends reunited, and a tighter 
community was formed. But it was all really made 
possible by the contributions from the congregation. We 
all thank everyone for their help.  

General Assembly 
By Logan Bliss 

N ot a single youth from High Plains that went to 
Portland for General Assembly 2015 knew quite 

what to expect. It was the first year any of us had gone, 
but I think everyone will agree any expectations we 
might've had were far beyond met. Not only was the trip 
a great learning experience, it was fun, exciting, and 
created memories that will last a lifetime. 

General Assembly is an experience not quite like any 
other Youth Group activity. Where weekend CONs are 
all about disconnecting from the busy everyday world 
and coming together as a community for a few days, 
General Assembly is all about making new connections 
and learning new things and making a schedule of your 
own. The event was split into three main parts; 
workshops, worship, and off time. In every workshop 
"slot" there were a variety of things being offered, 
ranging from heated discussions to carefully planned 
lectures. We attended worships once a day as a group; 
these were held in the largest room in the building, to 
accommodate the nearly 4 thousand UUs in attendance, 
and were complete with multiple projector screens and a 
large stage. The off time was where more of the fun came 
in. The hotel our group was staying at had bike rentals so 
one day myself and two other youth took a bike ride 
around the city during lunch. The whole experience, 
however, was amazing. 

The biggest obstacle of making the trip happen was 
money. Between airplane flights, food costs for a week, 
and the registration cost, General Assembly cost more 
than any family could afford on their own. Fortunately, 
many resources were made available to us to help with 
this. The youth group did some of their own fundraising 
including selling homemade breakfast burritos and 
selling discount cards. But the biggest help was the 
contributions from the congregation. Donations, support 
from family and friends, and contributions all helped to 
make it possible for our youth to experience this once in a 
lifetime opportunity. So thank you to everyone who 
helped out. We couldn't have done it without you. 

Faith Formation 
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I t is hard to believe that the summer is over, but we are 
beginning to feel the chill in the morning air, kids are 

back in school, and we are getting ready to kick off 
another fall at High Plains Church!  I hope you will join 
us for the annual High Plains picnic on Saturday, 
September 13, after church at 11:30.  This is a great way to 
reconnect with your church community and find out 
what everyone has been doing all summer! 

Fall is also a wonderful time to recommit to our church.  
There are plentiful opportunities to volunteer, either on a 
regular basis or for individual events.  Whatever your 
passion, I am sure we have a way for you to get more 
involved and share your talents.  Many of our teams have 
new team leads, and I am sure they would all welcome 
your participation!  You can find information about all 
the church programs on our website (hpcuu.org), talk to 
us during the fellowship hour after church, or contact 
Gretchen Cutts, our volunteer coordinator 
(volunteer@hpcuu.org), who will give you more 
information about the various teams and direct you to 
the appropriate contact person.   

 

High Plains also offers a variety of small group 
experiences and faith formation adult education classes.  
To see a list of these, check out our website under Faith 
Formation.  These provide wonderful opportunities to 
learn more about a topic of interest as well as a way to 
make new friends in smaller group settings.   

By the time you are reading this, our church leadership 
will have participated in a daylong retreat to start 
planning for the year in relation to how each team 
contributes to the core ministries (mission and 
developmental goals) at High Plains.  Hopefully they will 
report back to you that this was an informative and 
productive day!  Later this month, the Board of Trustees, 
along with Rev. Dana Lightsey and Jessica Laike, DFF, 
will meet for a daylong retreat to talk about topics such 
as the governance at High Plains and changes we may 
recommend, how governance relates to the ministries of 
the church, goals for staff and board related to the core 
ministries of the church, and a vision of ministry for the 
year.  I will report back to you in October following this 
board retreat. 

In Faith, 
Julie 

President’s Post 

The President’s Post 
by Julie Feuerbach 

M abon marks the middle of harvest, it is a time of equal 
day and equal night, and for the moment nature is in 

balance. It is a time to reap what you have sown, of giving 
thanks for the harvest and the bounty the Earth provides. For 
finishing up old projects and plans and planting the seeds for 
new enterprises or a change in lifestyle. Mabon is a time of 
celebration and balance. 

This is the time to look back not just on the past year, but also 
your life, and to plan for the future. In the rhythm of the year, 
Mabon is a time of rest and celebration, after the hard work of 
gathering the crops. Warm autumn days are followed by chill 
nights, as the Old Sun God returns to the embrace of the 
Goddess. 

The passing of Mabon is inevitable and The Sun God should be mourned. We too, must remember that all things must 
come to an end. So the Sun God journeys into the lands of winter and into the Goddess' loving arms, but endings are a 
good time to celebrate our successes, thank our selves and those who helped us, and take part in the balance of life! 

Join us on September 25th at 7:00 pm at the church for a short ritual, meditation, and ale and cakes. 
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HPCUU Habitat for Humanity Team 
Builds Hope As Well As Homes For Our Community 

By Al Sly 

T he High Plains Church 
Habitat for Humanity team 

has been hard at work helping 
others in our community create a 
loving home for disadvantaged 
families.  These families work 
alongside volunteers to help 
construct homes.   The family 
members must invest 500 hours 
of “sweat equity” in constructing their home as well as 
homes for others in order to qualify for a low-cost 
Habitat for Humanity home.   

Volunteering with Habitat for 
Humanity is an excellent way to 
meet our church mission of 
acting in our community to help 
others.  Volunteers can see 
immediate progress in their 
efforts as they assist with raising 
walls, installing roof trusses, 
painting, pouring concrete 
foundations, and other tasks.  

Additionally, volunteers learn new skills and build self-
confidence as they are guided by highly experienced 
foremen in the safe and secure construction of these 
homes.   

We normally work one Saturday 
a month on either the morning or 
afternoon 4-hour shift.  Come 
join us for our next High Plains 
Church team work day on 
October 17 from 8:00 am to 12:00 
pm.   Contact Albert Sly at 
Habitat@hpcuu.org to sign up or 
for any additional information. 

Issues on Aging for September 
By Sue Neufeld 

A nyone interested in Issues on Aging is welcome to 
attend our monthly meetings on the third Saturday 

of each month from 10:30 am-12:00 pm in the Middle 
School classroom at HPCUU.  At our September 19th  
meeting Sue Neufeld will lead us in a discussion of why 
writing your own obituary is a good idea. 

It is not sheer narcissism, utter morbidity, or an insatiable 
desire to control things.  Rather, it can be a thought-
provoking, rewarding and deeply clarifying experience. 

Act for Social Justice 
By Amanda Udis-Kessler 

HPCUU Meals on Wheels Program to Cease Operations 

T he High Plains Church Meals on Wheels Program, 
begun in October 1998, is ceasing operations 

according to Judy Sargent. Judy, who has overseen the 
program for its duration, reports that the central involved 
members are all moving on to other life activities and 
situations. While about 35 to 40 people have been 
involved in the group since its inception, the current 
members of the group are Judy, Janet Oliver, Amy Plapp, 
Sue Bennett, and Carol Montgomery. Please join the 
Social Justice Team in thanking the members of this 
program for their years of service. If anyone previously 
uninvolved in the program would enjoy taking it over, 
please contact Judy Sargent directly. 

Intergenerational Book Club 
By Heather J Mitchell 

T he Intergenerational Book 
Club is reading Holy Cow: An 

Indian Adventure by Sarah 
Macdonald. It is available from 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and the 
Pikes Peak Library District. We're 
meeting at the Pikes Perk coffee 
shop near church, 5965 North 
Academy Boulevard on 
September 30 from 6:00 pm to 
8:00 pm. Come join us! 

"Australian radio correspondent Macdonald's rollicking 
memoir recounts the two years she spent in India when 
her boyfriend, Jonathan, a TV news correspondent, was 
assigned to New Delhi. Leaving behind her own budding 
career, she spends her sabbatical traveling around the 
country, sampling India's "spiritual smorgasbord": 
attending a silent retreat for Vipassana meditation, 
seeking out a Sikh Ayurvedic "miracle healer," bathing in 
the Ganges with Hindus, studying Buddhism in 
Dharamsala, dabbling in Judaism with Israeli tourists, 
dipping into Parsi practices in Mumbai, visiting an 
ashram in Kerala, attending a Christian festival in 
Velangani and singing with Sufis." –Publisher's Weekly 
review 

Kate Boehnke operates 
a chop saw 

Marshal Wiley helps 
install roof trusses 

Habitat team 
installing trusses 
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Visualize Grounds and Helping Hands 
By Vivien Wylie 

O pen your eyes to the church grounds and make an effort to help with what you would like to 
see in the upcoming months.  Watch for more workdays to shape, dig, cut-back, and beautify 

the grounds through the winter especially on the golf course.  Next workday will be October 3rd if 
no conflicted schedule. 

In the past weeks we have taken a big bite out of tree costs, brush hauling, mowing and more due 
to the resilience of a few volunteers.   Help save the sore muscles and support key volunteers with 
a few minutes/hours of upkeep especially on workdays.  If you have knowledge and a helping 
hand to put into place any suggestion please spread the news.   The upcoming picnic will need a 
few helpers to spruce up the area with weed pulling, organizing, and using a blower or a broom 
on sidewalks would be great.  

 

Church Grounds 
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2015 High Plains Annual Auction 
By Gretchen Hein - Auction Chair 

Saturday Night November 7, 2015 

 

T his year's theme is the Roaring Twenties: Are you a  
Downtown Abbey or a Speakeasy character at heart? 

Come as your favorite character from this era and plan 
on having fun. 

High Plains has a long tradition of supporting our church 
with this popular event. We raise money for the church 
while we eat, drink and party to live music. 

 

Put this date on your calendar now and consider your 
offering for either the Silent Auction or the Live Auction.  

If you have a vacation home or condo please consider 
offering it for a long weekend or week, and if you enjoy 
cooking, offer a Mexican Dinner for 8, plan a Murder 
Mystery Night, or donate items like jewelry, pottery, art 
or snowboards. 

I will be available after church on Sundays to answer 
Auction questions. 

Coming soon:  a donation form on our church website. 

Church Auction 

High Plains Stitchers 
 
The Stitchers meet on the first and third Fridays of each month from 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm at 
Peak Place Coffeehouse. The coffeehouse is located in a small shopping center on the 
northwest corner of Academy and Montebello. 

Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for members/
friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a loss, and to welcome new 
babies :) 

Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us? 
 
Questions?  Contact Rosie Carpenter at stitchers@hpcuu.org  
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Saturday September 26th, 7:00 pm 
 

Not Just another Folk n’ Bluegrass Band 
 

Columbine UU Church 
6724 So. Webster Street, Littleton, 80128 

 

Contact Doug Eulberg @ 303-989-2567 or 
eulberg.dp@gmail.com 

 
 

$15 Adults ($12 adv. purchase), kids (12 & under) $5, all ages will enjoy. 

Uncle Eddie and Robin, “Not Your Usual Old Folkies”, are a 
dynamic musical duet with a taste of the old and a flair for the new. 

Their energy belies their age, and the breadth of their life 
experience makes for a rich and rewarding musical evening.  This 
husband-wife team combines guitars and banjo with their voices in 
stunning, tight harmonies on songs that pack a punch, their musical 

chemistry is undeniable, and their sound is unmistakable.   

You will laugh, and cry, and laugh again. 
http://www.uncleeddieandrobin.com/   -   http://www.facebook.com/UncleEddieandRobin 
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  Documentary Film: Pictures from a Hiroshima Schoolyard  
and HPCUU’s Single Act of Kindness Project 

By Nancy Bentley 

S eventy years ago, on August 6, 1945, the atomic bomb was dropped on the city of Hiroshima. In its wake, the 
bomb and the resultant radiation sickness killed an estimated 90,000 to 146,000 people. In Washington, D.C., 

Unitarian Minister A. Powell Davies was greatly disturbed by the use of such a weapon and a year later, when he 
overheard insensitive comments from two naval officers, he spoke out to his congregation. From his indignation 
came the urge to do something positive to help the children of Hiroshima: one single act of kindness. 

Hearing of the desperate needs of the children at Honakawa Elementary School, the All Souls Unitarian congregation 
gathered school and art supplies and mailed them to the ravaged school. The gift was received joyously and the 
children, encouraged by their teachers, drew beautiful, colorful pictures of their lives before the devastation. As a 
gesture of appreciation, the school mailed some of the pictures to All Souls Unitarian Church. The pictures hung in 
the church for many years, until over time they were forgotten.  

In 1995, the pictures were rediscovered and in 2010 the pictures were reunited with the surviving artists who had 
drawn them. Shizumi Shigeto Manale, dancer, artist, author and filmmaker, was born in Hiroshima. She has 
documented the history and journey of those pictures in her moving documentary film: Pictures from a Hiroshima 
Schoolyard.  

It is a film that makes one proud to be Unitarian Universalist. 

On Thursday night, October 22, at 6:00 pm, Pictures from a Hiroshima Schoolyard will be shown at the Cornerstone 
Arts Center on the Colorado College campus. Refreshments will be served before the film and Shizumi will take 
questions from the audience after the showing.  

High Plains Church is making a contribution to help defray the cost of the film event along with other sponsors: 
Colorado College, the Greenberg Center, All Souls UU Church, and the Pikes Peak Library District. Our Social Justice 
team is planning to coordinate our own “Single Act of Kindness” project as a fitting follow up to this event. 
Individuals are encouraged to consider making a donation for this project to the Social Justice Team/Single Act of 
Kindness Project. Contact Julie Feuerbach, lead on this project, for more information.  

Hiroshima Movie 
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“Cooperation (requires) – a thorough conviction that nobody can get there unless everybody gets there.”  
Virginia Burden Tower 

It Happened in August 
 
 Church Council retreat 
 Major grounds progress on our (almost) five acres 
 
 
 
 
 

It Will Happen in September 
Reorganization. Are you confused about the relationships between the Buildings & Grounds 
Council and the Aesthetics Team, Grounds Team and Buildings Team? You are not alone. 
Watch for news in September. 
  
The single-person job of Volunteer Coordinator will become a team sometime in September. 
Step up if you’d like to help. Gretchen Cutts, volunteer@hpcuu.org to show interest. Meetings 
will be seldom. Volunteers will work mostly alone or in pairs, on their own schedule.  
 
Volunteer Opportunities 

Annual Picnic. After church Sun. Sept.13.  Hot dogs and drinks provided; bring other food to 
share. Volunteer to help before, during or after; Ann Brand and Robin Laborde, at 
picnic@hpcuu.org 
 
Annual Auction. 6-9 p.m. Sat. Nov. 7. Donate items to auction, food, time. 
auction@HPCUU.org  

 
Send photos of High Plains’ volunteers at work. They’ll be printed and used on our fall VBB (Volunteer Bulletin Board) 
featuring our volunteers. Send to Gretchen Cutts, volunteers@hpcuu.org  
 
Tenors. Joe Uveges, music@hpcuu.org 
 
Adopt-a-hole in our mini golf-course, by promising to remove weeds and litter periodically. Or, help periodically with 
general groundswork. Vivian Wiley, grounds@hpcuu.org  
 
Spotlight on The Church Council. Consists of a representative from each of the Teams ordered by the Board of 

Trustees, plus Minister, Music Director and Director of Faith Formation. Council Teams are Aesthetics, 
Buildings, Grounds, Fellowship, Finance, Leadership Development, Care, Publicity, Social Justice, 
Ushers, Volunteer Coordinators, Welcome/Membership, and Worship & Music. For more information, 
minister@hpcuu.org 
 

Team of the Month. Fellowship. Produces activities to bring members and friends together socially. Examples 
include Sunday fellowship hour, annual picnic, Thanksgiving potluck, Deck the Hall for year-end holidays, and 
receptions. Co-leads are Ann Harris & Robin Laborde, fellowship@hpcuu.org  
 
Interest Group of the Month. Issues on Aging. Meets third Saturday in the Middle School room.10 a.m. to noon. On 
September 19 Sue Neufeld will lead us in discussing Why Writing Your Own Obituary is a Good Idea. “It can be a 
thought-provoking, rewarding and deeply clarifying experience,” she says. Some of us come regularly, some come 
occasionally. Give us a try! Betty Davis, aging@hpcuu.org 

Volunteer's Page 

Volunteers' Page 
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In Memory of Dick Eustice 
Sketch Pad 

By Amanda Neufeld 

 
I perch on the edge of an unpadded folding chair in a cold sanctuary. 
The frigid metal cuts into the backs of my legs as I lean forward. 
This community converted warehouse is now a church, 
The ceilings painted blue with traces of clouds airbrushed without form or 
purpose. 
Leftover from the arcade that used to occupy the facility 
  
I peer over a man’s shoulder as he sketches a member seated before him.  
The pad of paper curls in the corners from being held in a warm hand 
The edges worn from being toted around in his shirt pocket 
The spiral binding crooked with torn bits of paper snuggled in from pieces lost 
Or perhaps shared 
  
His subject is unknowingly being carved on the surface of the pad  
With every slight move of his eyes, observing, critiquing, loving. 
Pen pressed with softly weighted hand,  
Flowing as if brushing away a stray hair fallen upon a cheek 
gently pushing back a curl to reveal golden eyes 
The way he maneuvers the lines of her face 
The softness of her hair evolves with every pen stroke. 
  
I am a spectator as is he 
I begin to study him 
Drawing him, putting pen to my thoughts. 
Intrigued by the lines on his face 
The white disheveled hair and unshaved whiskers around his beard 
Army issued wool pants held up with wide zebra print suspenders 
Clinging to belt loops with shower curtain hooks 
And a plaid shirt layered over a white V-neck tee 
Exposing weathered skin telling silent stories. 
This man is slender and tall.   
His pant legs make no effort in covering his ankles near his black leather boots 
with laces that wrap around 3 times before tied.  
Wedding ring, tarnished and loose, his fingers long and frail 
  
He begins to add detail to her eyes, giving her life. 
As if she is becoming animated he creates movement in her form  
You can feel her breath on the paper 
Feel the weight of her slumped shoulders 
The slightness of her breast and the heaviness in her hips 
as she sits, frozen, listening intently to the sermon 
Without suspect that this moment will last forever. 
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  HPCUU 

  1825 Dominion Way 

  Colorado Springs CO 80918 

 

 719-260-1080 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM 

Come Join Us! 

 

 

ReVISIONS by Jonathan 
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  - Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed? 
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more... 

Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209                        Licensed & Insured                        jgherdt@yahoo.com                       

Inside: 
 
Faith Formation 
President's Post 
Annual Picnic 
Church Auction 
 

 
Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
Please submit your articles for the October newsletter 
by September 25, 2015 
 

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter. 


