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WUULF June 19 - 25 
By Karen Wilsey 

I t is that time of year again! The birds are 
starting to chirp, the weather is getting 

nicer (for most of us), and the dreams of 
joining a community of UU’s in the New 
Mexico desert are beginning to creep into 
our minds! 

Registration closes May 1, 2017 or first 125 
people with paid registrations. Send to: 

WUULF (Western Unitarian Universalist 
Life Festival) is a week-long camp for 
Unitarian Universalists from June 19th-25th 
in Ghost Ranch, New Mexico. This year, we 
will “Find Our Fiesta” with explorations of 
local culture, discussions on our role as UU's 
in today's world, and plenty of fellowship 
and fun! We would love to see you there for 
our relaxing, rejuvenating, and above all, 
welcoming, week in the New Mexico sun! 
More information can be found at 
www.WUULF.org. 

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist                                     1825 Dominion Way                                                          Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
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April Services - Transformation 
April 2: "Finding Faith" with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Last week we questioned the nature of reality and other aspects of 

life worth doubting. This week follows up with exploring the notion of Faith. What is it? What is its 
purpose? Do I need it? And, do I have it? True and honest faith can only be forged in the fires of doubt. But 
when the fires die down, what's left? What do we have to hang onto that helps us get through all that life 
brings? 

April 9: "Staying True to the Path: On Palm Sunday, Bruce Cockburn, and Oceanic Crossings" music Sunday with Joe 
Uveges. 

April 16: "Into the Light" Easter with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Happy Easter! It is the return of the light and the return of 
life! We celebrate the most important holiday on the Christian calendar by honoring the teachings of Jesus 
to guide us out of darkness and into the transforming light of truth and understanding. We will explore 
some alternative translations and teachings of Jesus' words to give new meaning for our lives today. 

April 23: "Planting Seeds" with Rev. Dana Lightsey. This Earth Day service will honor our earth and find signs of 
hope and encouragement for healing our most precious resource, our most ancient and vital mother earth. 

April 30: Middle School Multigenerational Service with Jessica Laike and our Middle School teachers and students. 

Calendar & Services 

Events Calendar - April 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
Yoga Nidra 
   10:00 am - 11:30 am 
Social Justice Potluck 
   5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

2 
CUUPS Meeting 
   11:30 am - 12:30 pm 
YRUU Youth Group 
   12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

3 
Navigators USA 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

4 
Young Adult OWL 
   6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

5 
 

6 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 
 
 

7 
 

8 
Grounds Work Day 
   9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

9 
Grounds Team Meeting 
   11:30 am - 12:30 pm  
Coming of Age 
   12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 
11th-12th Grade OWL 
   12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

10 11 
Young Adult OWL 
   6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
 
 

12 
Passover Seder 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

13 
Faith Formation Team 
   5:30 pm - 7:00 pm 

14 
CUUPS Spirituality 
   6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
 

15 
Marian House 
    7:00 am - 10:00 am 
   10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Path to Membership 
   9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Issues on Aging 
   10:30 am - 12:00 pm  
Easter Egg Dyeing 
   2:00 pm  4:00 pm 
Young Adult Movie 
   6:00 pm - 10:00 pm 

16 
Finance Team Meeting  
   11:30 am - 2:00 pm  
YRUU Youth Group 
   12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

17 
Navigators USA 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 
 
 

21 
Board Meeting 
   9:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Hip Parents Group 
   6:00 pm - 9:00 pm  

22 

23 
4th Sunday Forum 
   11:45 am - 12:45 
YRUU Youth Group 
   12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 
 

24 25 
 

26 
 

27 28 29 
Leadership Dev 
   9:30 am - 5:30 pm 
CUUPS - Beltane 
   6:30 pm - 9:30 pm 

30 
YRUU Youth Group 
   12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.  
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A  few times a week I drive by Chapel Hills Mall.  
And I almost always notice the marquee which has 

a sign that says, “Change the way you see, and see how 
you change.”  Every moment of our lives is determined, 
not so much by what is happening, but by how we 
interpret what is happening.  Each of us is one change of 
perspective away from transforming ourselves and, 
potentially, those around us.   

I have always questioned the notion that we create our 
own reality.  Too often it is used in a way that seems like 
new-age magical thinking.  And yet, if we were to change 
our perspective, wouldn’t it change the way we feel?  
And if it changes the way we feel, wouldn’t that affect 
our actions and our words?  What impact would this 
have on one’s life and the lives of those around this 
person?  It could be, and often is, profound. 

During this month of April, as we welcome spring, 
celebrate Easter, and honor our very source of life -- 
Mother Earth, let’s reconsider the very purpose of 
religion, which is to call us into being our best selves 
with the most generous and compassionate outlook we 
can muster.  Why?  Because it transforms our experience 
of living and impacts the quality of life for everyone 
around us.  

For example, Jesus challenges us, “I say unto you, Love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you.”  Talk about a challenging and 
difficult perspective!  And yet, even children learn early 
on that hate answered by hate only creates more hate. 

 

And from Gautama Buddha, “Holding on to anger is like 
grasping a hot coal with the intent of throwing it at 
someone else; you are the one who gets burned.  You will 
not be punished for your anger, you will be punished by 
your anger.”  Certainly an invitation to change one’s 
perspective. 

And from the ancient Chinese philosopher, Lao Tzu, "If 
you want to awaken all of humanity then awaken all of 
yourself. If you want to eliminate the suffering in the 
world, then eliminate all that is dark and negative in 
yourself. Truly, the greatest gift you have to give is that 
of your own self-transformation." 

And, another quote that sticks with me from my sermon 
last Sunday.  This is from the contemporary Hindu 
teacher Sadhguru, “If we have to fix the whole world for 
you to be peaceful, that’s never going to happen. . . .  
With situations, you determine only part of them, the 
world determines a part of them.  But how you 
experience life is one hundred percent in your hands.” 

What perspectives might you have that are dragging you 
down?  What worldview is keeping you in a rut of jaded 
misery?  What old pain or fear are you finally ready to 
relinquish?  Awareness comes first.  Then the choice of 
making a change is in your hands.  Each moment is a 
new opportunity for our lives to become enriched and 
our world to be transformed – all from the choice of 
shifting our perspective. 

May this beautiful spring give rise to budding new 
perspectives for each of us!  Here’s to new growth! 

    With love, 
Rev.     Dana Lightsey 

Minister’s Musings 

Minister’s Musings 
by Rev Dana Lightsey 
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Faith Formation 
by Jessica Laike 

 

 

Get ready for Summer at High Plains 
Chalice of Fire Camp is Back! 

W e’re looking for witches and wizards entering K - 8th grades to learn 
about the magical world. Join us for a week filled with fun and 

fantastic journeys - from Herbology (gardening) and Potions (chemistry) to 
Transfiguration (crafts) and Quidditch, we've got something for everyone! We 
are a fun summer day camp based on values of acceptance, stewardship for 
our earth, justice, equity and radical hospitality 

Students will be placed in houses and compete for the House Cup. But you 
better hurry,  
discounted registration ends May 31st! 
Program runs from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm with before and after-care available for 
an additional charge. 
Counselor positions are also available for those entering 9th-12th grades, 
please email camp@hpcuu.org for more information. 

Adults interested in supporting camp should contact Snoi Ackerman 
(headmistress/camp director) at camp@hpcuu.org about professorships.  
 
Registration and Additional Information here: https://tinyurl.com/
HPCamp2017 

 

Maternity Leave – Help Needed! 

A s you know by now, our Director of Faith Formation, Jessica Laike, is pregnant with twins and will be on 
maternity leave next September – December. To make sure our programs continue to run smoothly in her 

absence, the Faith Formation team is looking for volunteers to serve on Jessica’s Maternity Leave Support Team. We 
are hoping to get this team finalized by mid-May so we can start giving things a test run during the summer when our 
program is much smaller, and Jessica is still around to answer questions and help out.   

Sample support tasks might include:  

• Making sure classes have the needed supplies for each week,  

• Updating the Faith Formation bulletin board each month,  

• Entering weekly attendance data,  

• FF expense tracking (entering receipts/credit card charges),  

• Telling the story for all Ages on Sunday morning,  

• Helping with Children’s Chapel, etc.  

Responsibilities will range from monthly to weekly commitments and will all be overseen by the Faith Formation 

team. If you are interested in being a part of this crucial support team, please email faithformation@hpcuu.org 

and let us know right away.  
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What’s Happening in Faith Formation? 
 March 31-April 2:  MDD Youth Bridging Con at Foothills Unitarian Church in Ft Collins 

 April 3: Navigators USA (co-ed UU scouting group), 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

 April 4: Young Adult OWL at High Plains, 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

 April 9: Coming of Age for 9th-10th graders, 12:00 pm- 2:00 pm 

  Sr. High OWL for 11th-12th graders, 12:00 - 2:00 pm 

 April 12: Passover Seder, 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

 April 11: Young Adult OWL at High Plains, 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

 April 14: CUUPS Spirituality Class, 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm 

 April 15: Easter Egg Dyeing Party, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

  20s - 30s Young Adult Movie Night, 6:00 pm 

 April 16: Children’s Chapel 

  Easter Egg Hunt, 11:15 am 

  YRUU Youth Group, 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

 April 17: Navigators USA (co-ed UU scouting group), 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

 April 21: HiP Parents’ Group, 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

 April 21 – 30: 9th Grade Trip 

 April 22: CUUPS Tradition Faire, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm 

 April 23: YRUU Youth Group, 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

 April 29: Leadership Development Workshop with Gregory Rouillard, 9:30 am – 5:30 pm 

  CUUPS Beltane Ritual, 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 April 30: Multigenerational Service presented by our Middle School Class 

  YRUU Youth Group, 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm 

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at dff@hpcuu.org about 
including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

D id you know that we have a group specifically for members in their 20s and 30s? This group gets together on a 
monthly basis for potluck game and movie nights. Come join us and meet other UUs your age! Our next  

gathering is April 15th at 6:00 pm to share a potluck dinner and watch the film, American Beauty. Future movie and 
game nights will be on Friday, May 26th and Friday, June 30th. Mark your calendars and we’ll see you then! 

Share Your Passion!!! 

D o you have a hobby or passion you would like to share with our children and youth? Well this summer 
is your opportunity to do so - each week a different member of the congregation will lead a hands-on workshop 

for Pre-K - 3rd grade or 4th - 8th grade. You pick the topic, give Jessica a supply list and then pick two Sundays during 
the summer to share your passion with the children and youth of our congregation.  A summer supervisor will also be 
in attendance every week to help with classroom management and logistics – all you have to do is bring your passion! 

Workshops can be anything from craft activities to music or dance, social justice to palm reading or gardening. If you 
are interested in leading a class this summer please email Jessica at dff@hpcuu.org with the details of your workshop 
idea, which Sundays you are available and any supplies you will need. Summer classes will start June 4th and run 
through August 27th 

Now Hiring Summer Supervisors 

S ummer is coming!! Would you like to support our summer education classes for children? HPCUU is hiring 
6 summer supervisors to oversee our summer programming. A minimum of 9 Sundays from June 4th – August 

27th is required. Hours from 9:30 am to 11:30 am will be paid at $12/hr. Responsible for coordinating with presenters 
and supporting all summer programming, with supervision by Jessica Laike and the Faith Formation Team. 

If you are interested in applying please send resume and cover letter to faithformation@hpcuu.org by May 8th. 
Applicants should be over 18, have experience working with children and youth, and possess strong time 
management skills and a positive attitude. 
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Hello Everyone! 

I  have had an interesting month! I just returned from 
two weeks in Australia. It was beyond fabulous! Before 

my beloved Mom passed away, she asked me where in 
the world I would like to visit. She did the same to my 
brother. When I said Australia (my brother said 
Thailand), she helped us plan these trips! So this trip 
reminded me of my Mom, who loved to travel. As a 
matter of fact, she holds the Guinness Book of World 
Records for the oldest person to have visited Antarctica 
(101)! 

On a scarier note, my oldest son Lance was suddenly 
stricken with a little known disease called Exertion 
Rhabdo (for short). Lance loves fitness, and was doing a 
CrossFit competition. All of a sudden he lost control of 
his muscles, was in extreme pain, and his kidneys 
exhibited signs of distress. He was hospitalized for quite 
a while, but is now back on his feet. He won’t be doing 
CrossFit again – at least not for a LONG time. Many 
people in the church, including Phoebe and Phyllis were 
very helpful to me as I worried and tried to find 
information on this little known condition. Our church 
community is so very caring! 

As for church news, the Catholic Church next door has 
expressed interest in our property to our realtors, and 
one additional church has also called. So that’s three 
churches! After showing our property to the first church 
seeking a permanent building, the question came up as to 
whether we would be willing to “lease to own.” This 
particular church was not able to afford the property 
outright. After due consideration, the board decided that 
we would undertake “lease to own” only as a last resort, 
as it would not provide us the ability to pay off our loans 
as soon as we would like. We also do not fancy becoming 
a landlord! Now we will wait and see about the other 
two churches. We have also decided to delay a decision 
on renting the space in the Buddhist Center building, just 
in case it takes longer to sell out property than we had 
hoped. We can be optimistic and think that the space will 
still be available when we are ready to make the financial 
commitment. 

 

Glenn is arranging an Active Shooter training session for 
some time in late spring. Hopefully we will collaborate 
with Vista Grande on this exercise. 

Rick Carpenter, after several years of great service on the 
board, resigned as Secretary due to health concerns. Rick 
Hollm has stepped in to finish Rick C’s term! The board 
is so grateful for the help! Thank you to both Ricks!!! 

As we move into the Stewardship Campaign, once again 
I respectfully request that you try to give at the same 
level or higher as you did last year. Our needs continue 
for support of our staff and for routine expenses, 
including payment of our loans. We don’t know when 
our property will sell – and until then and beyond, we 
continue to need everyone’s help financially. Thank you 
in advance for supporting High Plains in so many ways – 
financially, with your time, and with your work 

With love and respect to each of you,   

Fran Pilch, 
President of the Board of Trustees  

 

President’s Post 

The President’s Post 
by Fran Pilch 
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High Plains Scrip Program 101 aka  

Donation for Dummies 

What is Scrip? 

− A fundraising program available to non-profit organiza�ons 

− Members buy cards for groceries, household purchases, restaurants or gi�s 

− When you purchase a $25 card, you get $25 worth of food, or books or a new pair of shorts.  

− The church earns between 2 – 15% (Average is 5%) of your purchase 

− You can choose from over 50 na�onal retail stores where you already shop. 

Forms of Scrip:  

Grocery Cards   

Does your family spend $100 a week at Sprouts?  The rebate received by HPCUU is $5.00.   Over the course 

of the year, HPCUU would get a rebate of $260.  That’s what Sprouts pays us for your business.  It does not 

come out of your pocket.  Your dollars’ ma8er.  

� King Sooper, Target, Safeway, Sprouts, Whole Foods, Walmart 

  Restaurants  

Do you have a business mee�ng every week at Old Chicago or a U & I breakfast at Panera?  Do you stop by 

Starbucks for that special iced chai, or grab lunch at Noodles & Co.?  

� Panera, Starbucks, Noodles & Co., Subway, Chipotle, Papa Murphy, TGI Friday, 
Denny’s, California Pizza, Carl’s Jr., Chili’s, Einstein’s 

Lifestyle  

Birthday cards, books, prescrip�ons, golf shirt, socks, skirts, dresses, pants.  

� Gap, Land’s End, LL Bean, J. Jill, Walgreens, Barnes & Noble, Hallmark 

Home Repair & Design  

How about that home repair project you’ve put off all winter, or the baby shower scheduled for May?   

� Home Depot, Bed Bath & Beyond, Target, Lowe’s   

Please come to the scrip table, purchase gift cards and support the ongoing work of 
HPCUU.   

Scrip 
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Act for Social Justice 
By Julie Feuerbach - Social Justice Coordinator 

April 4th Sunday Recipient:  Citizens Project 

T he Social Justice Team is pleased to announce that 
Citizens Project will be the recipient of our 4th 

Sunday Collection for April 2017.  Please plan to attend 
the service on April 23 to learn more about this local 
grassroots nonprofit and its work to defend and promote 
equality, the separation of church and state, and respect 
for diversity.  Following the service, Deb Walker, the 
Executive Director of Citizens Project, will host a forum 
to talk about Citizens Project and the vital work that this 
501(c)3 is doing in the Colorado Springs community.  

Citizens Project was founded in 1992 in response to the 
Amendment 2 campaign, the ballot initiative that 
amended the Colorado Constitution to make it illegal for 
governments to prohibit discrimination based on sexual 
orientation (this amendment was struck down as 
unconstitutional by the US Supreme Court in 1996).  

Since its inception, Citizens Project has worked tirelessly 
to defend and promote the principles on which our 
nation was founded. Its mission and vision are as 
follows: 

Mission:  Citizens Project spotlights issues in the Pikes 
Peak region and mobilizes people to strengthen the 
traditional values of our nation:  equal rights, individual 
freedoms, separation of church and state, civic 
engagement, and respect for diversity. 

Vision:  We envision a Pikes Peak community that is a 
vibrant democracy in which equal rights are protected, 
individual freedoms are secure, differences are respected, 
and people fully participate in civic and community life. 

We hope you will help us welcome Deb Walker on April 
23 and that you will consider making a generous 
financial donation to Citizens Project via our 4th Sunday 
collection during the service.  If you would like to find 
out more about this local nonprofit and/or how you can 
become involved with Citizens Project, please plan to 
stay for the forum. 
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Leadership Development Training 
Sat., Apr. 29 • 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

by Dana Lightsey 

A re you interested in becoming a leader at HPCUU 
or in another organization?   

If so, then this workshop is for you!  This will take place 
at HPCUU and will also include people from our partner 
congregations.   

Our trainer for the day is Gregory Rouillard, a highly 
skilled leader with training in Compassionate 
Communication and leadership from Naropa University 
in Boulder. 

 
Register at this link:  https://secure.jotform.us/
HighPlainsDFF/Adult_Ed_Registration 

Issues on Aging for April 
Ways to Live Longer 

O n April 15, 2017 from 10:30 am - 12:00 am, Issues on 
Aging will meet in the Middle School classroom to 

discuss some great ways to live longer – all backed by a 
scientific or government study.  All are welcome to come 
learn how you might achieve a longer, fuller life.  
Genetics account for just 25% of a person’s longevity, the 
rest is up to you. 

 

High Plains Stitchers 

Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable 
craft) and join us on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at La Tartine Bistro from  
9:30 am - 11:00 am. 

Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for 
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a 
loss, and to welcome new babies :) 

The cafe is located in a small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy 
and Briargate Blvd (opposite Security Service bank, behind the Burger King). 

Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us?? 

Questions? Contact Ruby Doyle at stitchers@hpcuu.org. 
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  HPCUU 

  1825 Dominion Way 

  Colorado Springs CO 80918 

 

 719-260-1080 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM 

Come Join Us! 

 

 

Re������� by Jonathan 
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  - Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed? 

Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more... 

Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209                        Licensed & Insured                        jgherdt@yahoo.com                       

Inside: 
 
WUULF 
Faith Formation Programs 
Fourth Sinday Donation 
Leadership Development Workshop 
 

 
Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
All articles for the May newsletter must be received by the end of 
day on April 25, 2017. 

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter. 

Rev Dana's Hours: 
Tue, Wed, Thu: 11:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Please don't hesitate to call her at 970-590-6978 
if there is a serious or emergency situation. 

Office Hours: 
Mon, Thu: 8:30 am - 12:30 pm 
Tue, Wed, Fri: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 


