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A Bright Future for Us 

S unday, March 3, 2019 is the start of our annual 
Stewardship pledge drive.   Stewardship visitors will be 

contacting members and friends of the congregation seeking 
each person's best ideas for the future of High Plains Church.  
Of course, to implement good ideas and plans takes resources, 
thus we will be asking for a pledge of financial support for the 
coming church year.  Each household will receive an 
information packet , a pledge card and a stamped return 
envelope.   We hope you will give thought to making a fair 
share pledge.  The pledge drive ends April 13, 2019.  
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March Services - Journey 
March 3: "A Bright Future for Us!" with Rev. Julia McKay. We come on this particular Sunday to consider 

generosity. Sometimes we destroy something in the interest of preserving or protecting ourselves. We try 
to stay safe. But in reality, taking good care of our relationships and our resources is where we can most 
effectively create the safety, connection, and sense of purpose in life that we are looking for. Come 
explore! 

March 10: "Puja Prayer Ceremony" with the Drepung Gomang Monks. The Puja Prayer Ceremony will be held 
during the High Plains UU Church worship service. This will be a lovely time of Tibetan chanting and 
instrumental music culminating the Monks' special visit to Colorado Springs. Come take part! 

March 17: "Joining the Journey" with Rev Julia McKay. Over and over again in life, we are asked to “join in the 
journey.” There are certainly parts of our journey to be grateful for and savor. Yet, there can also be 
gratitude for all of those things that we wish we didn’t have to do along the way -- maybe because of the 
beautiful qualities that are fostered in us. Come explore. 

March 24: "Oestara" with Dianne McRae and Jessica Laikeman. The Spring or Vernal Equinox celebrates the 
beginning of the "Light half" of the year, when daylight is longer than night in any 24 hour period. We 
celebrate the beginnings of new growth in the Earth all around us, the return of birds from their winter 
homes, warmer weather. Come and Celebrate! 

March 31: "Journey the Labyrinth" with Cindy Fesgen and our guests, professional UU labyrinth facilitators, Tina 
Proctor and Dennis Grogan!  We are traveling together along a path in to the future.  How can a labyrinth 
walk be a useful spiritual practice in our personal and community lives.  This is an experience you don’t 
want to miss.   

“Detour” 

By Ruth Feldman 

I took a long time getting here, 
much of it wasted on wrong turns, 
back roads riddled by ruts. 
I had adventures 
I never would have known 
if I proceeded as the crow flies. 
Super highways are so sure 
of where they are going: 
they arrive too soon. 

A straight line isn’t always 
the shortest distance 
between two people. 
Sometimes I act as though 
I’m heading somewhere else 
while, imperceptibly, 
I narrow the gap between you and me. 
I’m not sure I’ll ever 
know the right way, but I don’t mind 
getting lost now and then. 
Maps don’t know everything. 
 

From The Ambition of Ghosts 

W hat is this Journey we’re on? Is it a journey of the 
community? Of the individual? Of ideas? Of 

relationship? Yes – it’s all of these and so many more. What 
journey are you on? In what journeys are you engaged? Join 
the questions, the wide places of curiosity and space between 
and among. This congregation is always more whole when 
you bring all of yourself to the journey. 

-Dianne McRae 
Worship Team 

March 2019 Services 
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March 2019 Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 

2 
CUPPS Couples 
Spiritual Night 
   6:00 pm - 10 :00 pm 

3 
YRUU Youth Group 
   3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 
Church Council 
   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
Care Team Meeting 
   2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
YRUU Youth Group 
   3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
MET Meeting (Zoom) 
   7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

14 
 
 

15 
 
 
 

16 
 

17 
YRUU Youth Group 
   3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 
 

21 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 
Worship Team Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

22 23 
Egg Hunt 
   2:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
CUPPs  Full Moon 
Spring Rite Potluck 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

24 
YRUU Youth Group 
   3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
MET Meeting (Zoom) 
   7:00 pm - 9:30 pm 

28 
Board Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

29 30 

31 
Coming of Age 
   3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

 

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.  
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T his past month has gone fast — but what a wonderful 
month it has been! I have met with about two-thirds of 

the congregation in small groups or in one-on-one 
conversations.  What a great way to become immersed in 
the life of this community and hear about your dreams and 
wishes.  Thank you all for making time to meet with me.   

This past Sunday in my reflection, I asked people:   

“Do you remember the first time you came to High Plains 
Church, and what you felt, and what you knew? Do you 
remember why you came back, and why you decided to 
commit to the community?”  

I do. 

About 20 years ago, a scruffy bearded but curiously 
cultivated 30-something gentleman walked into my office in 
downtown Colorado Springs.  His name was Mike.  Mike 
Morran.  I was the Director of Inside/Out the advocacy and 
support organization for LGBTQ youth and young adults at 
the time. 

Mike said he was the minister of a small congregation and 
was reaching out to my organization because he wanted to 
make sure our youth and young adults knew there was a 
religious place for them, a place that would accept and love 
them just as they are.  

L.G.B.T.Q.  All.  Accepted.   

To say the least, I was skeptical. Unitarian Universalist was 
a strange name. But the more this man talked, the more 
interested I became.  Mike began to explain the Welcoming 
Congregation program, created specifically to help churches 
become radically welcoming to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Queer and Questioning folks.  By the end of 
the conversation, I had made a commitment to at least come 
check it out.  I thought I at least owed that to my 
constituency. 

Well, it’s a much longer story, but the short version is that I 
finished that entire Welcoming Congregation course all 
those many years ago, and became a member of High Plains 
Church Unitarian Universalist in my first year attending.  
Within another year, I was applying to seminary … An old 
call to religious leadership that I had when I was a Catholic 
teen had resurfaced.  Now here I am 15 years later, having 
become the person that walked into my office oh, those 20 
years ago.  I can’t wait to return the favor and go back to 
Inside/Out to invite the LGBTQIA youth and Young Adults 
of Colorado Springs to church! 

For those of you who remember David Chandler — I can 
tell you that he and I cried all the way through that 
curriculum.  I believe that tears are the soul’s recognition.  
So much healing was taking place. In the end, this church’s 
effort to grow into a Welcoming Congregation sold me hook
-line-and sinker.   

I knew I was home.  

Some of you might wonder why the Welcoming 
Congregation work is such a big deal?!?!?  I think that its 
importance is this. Because LGBTQIA exclusion has been 
sourced by “the church”  — our inclusion has to be offered 
by “the church” in order to repair the wound.  This is the 
essence of reparative justice.  

Because for 1000’s of years, the church was the force that 
had been using God’s name to condemn part of God’s 
creation, finding a church that spoke of a Universal Love 
was amazing.  Finding a church that was actually doing the 
work of the church was inspiring!  Finding a community 
that actually thought we were on the same team helped 
build self-confidence and courage in us all… gay and strait 
together, cis-gender and gender-queer together. 

As I write this column, United Methodists have gathered 
from all over the country this weekend in their General 
Conference to decide whether or not to fully recognize and 
include LGBTQ folks in their religious houses and as their 
clergy.  It is an understatement to say that I feel renewed 
pride and gratitude for our UU faith, as I am reminded 
about what a haven this faith has been for decades, for so 
many.   

“Do you remember the first time you came to High Plains 
Church, and what you felt, and what you knew? Do you 
remember why you came back, and why you decided to 
commit to the community?”  

I do. 

Such an important thing for each of us to think about as we 
enter this Stewardship season and renew our commitment 
to High Plains… 

Love, 
Rev Julia 

Minister’s Musings 
by Rev Julia McKay 

 
Hello High Plains Family,  

Minister's Musings 
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What’s Happening in Faith Formation? 
All Month (every Sunday):  Nursery care for 4 yrs. and under from 3:15 pm to 4:45 pm 

 

 Sunday, March 3: Nursery Volunteer Needed.  

  YRUU Youth Group from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

 Sunday, March 10: Nursery Volunteer Needed.  

  YRUU Youth Group from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

 Sunday, March 17: Nursery Volunteer Needed. 

  Children’s Chapel 

  YRUU Youth Group from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

 Thursday, March 21: Faith Formation Team meeting from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm (via Zoom) 

 Sunday, March 24: Nursery Volunteer Needed. 

  Multigenerational Ostara Service 

  YRUU Youth Group from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

 Sunday, March 31: Coming of Age from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

 

J essica generally works 3 Sundays each month. Jessica will be on-site March 10th,  17th and 24th. March 3rd 
and 31st will be her Sundays off. A member of the Faith Formation team will be available to answer questions 

and serve as the Faith Formation point person when Jessica is not on-site. 

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica 
Laikeman at dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation 
Programming events. 

Support Our Nursery 

I f you would be willing to assist our nursery staff in caring for the youngest members of our community, 
please let us know! We are in need of 5-7 volunteers who can commit to a rotating schedule to help out in the 

nursery once every 1-2 months. Nursery volunteers are there to support our paid Nursery Supervisors and to 
ensure that we always have two adults in the nursery at all times. This is even more important than it used to be 
due to the location and lack of visibility of our nursery at our new location.  

Please help ensure that we are always able to provide childcare for our youngest community members by 
volunteering today. 

Please contact Jessica at dff@hpcuu.org if you are interested. 

*Note: All Nursery volunteers must be willing to submit to a national criminal background check 

Faith Formation Team Needs YOU! 

O ur Faith Formation team is in need of some new members! If you are interested in supporting our faith 
formation programming from behind the scenes then we’d love to have you! We meet once a month and 

take on supporting roles in helping our program run smoothly. Responsibilities may include serving as Faith 
Formation point person (mostly greeting visitors and pointing people in the right direction) when Jessica is not 
onsite, following up with visiting families by email, helping to decorate the Faith Formation bulletin board, etc.  

Please email faithformation@hpcuu.org if you are interested in joining us! 

Faith Formation 

 

 

Faith Formation 
by Jessica Laikeman 

mailto:dff@hpcuu.org
mailto:dff@hpcuu.org?subject=Nursery%20Volunteer
mailto:faithformation@hpcuu.org?subject=Faith%20Formation%20Team
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A People of Journey 
From the Soul Matters theme materials 

W e UUs love to tell our journey stories. And hear each other’s journey stories. Whereas other religions have 
newcomers stand up and confess their fallen ways or declare a commitment to one way, we invite each other to 

talk about how our way is like no other. 

It’s a curious thing when you think about it. We welcome people to our fold not by asking them to commit to thinking 
exactly as the group does, but by having them declare how their journey is not like anybody else in the group. It’s 
about space not similarity. We bind ourselves to each other not by sharing the same journey but by offering each other 
the room to discover the unique journey that fits us. It’s about making room for people to write their own stories. 

Or maybe it’s about making room for people to re-write their stories. 

It’s become popular in our society to talk about spiritual journeys as a process of living into your full or true self. 
That’s a helpful frame. And yet there’s something deep within UUism that resists it. Historically, we’ve been the 
people that struggled not so much to find ourselves but to untangle ourselves from the religious identities we were 
given. Our spiritual journeys did not begin with a blank slate; they began with the hunger to wipe the slate clean and 
begin anew. 

So we have this important awareness that spiritual journeys are not simply about finding your true self, but also about 
untangling from your old self. We agree with Albert Schweitzer who wrote: 

“The path of awakening is not about becoming who you are. Rather it is about unbecoming who you are not.” 

Which means we are also sensitive to the fact that most spiritual journeys begin with a leaving, a separation, a 
decision to walk away. We know that the first step is often laced with mourning and isolation. We know that 
“unbecoming” is not easy work. 

We also know that it isn’t a one-time thing. We find ourselves routinely tangled up in all kinds of identities and 
journeys that aren’t truly ours. “Unbecoming who you are not” is a journey we walk every day. 

So what does all this mean for us this month? Well, first, it’s an important reminder that we’re not just here to help 
each other hold steady and persevere on our current paths; often our primary gift is to help each other find the exit 
ramps.  

It also means remembering that being a people of journey involves tenderness. We are here not just to make room for 
each other’s unique stories; we are also here to make room for each other’s pain. Again, “unbecoming who you are 
not” involves bravely walking away, isolation and mourning. And so, if we are going to complete our journeys of 
unbecoming and becoming anew, we’re definitely going to need pitstops of kindness and tenderness along the way. 

Faith Formation 



Page 7 

 

 

President’s Post 

 

High Plains Stitchers 

Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable 
craft) and join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at La Tartine 

Bistro from 9:30 am - 11:00 am. 

Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for 
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a 
loss, and to welcome new babies. 

The cafe is located in a small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy 

and Briargate Blvd (opposite Security Service bank, behind the Burger King). 

Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us?? 

Questions? Contact Ruby Doyle at stitchers@hpcuu.org. 

The President’s Post 
by Ann Harris 

 

S unday, March 3rd is the kick-off for our 2019-2020 
Stewardship Campaign. This year’s theme is A Bright 

New Future for Us!  I can’t think of a more apt theme as 
we consider what HPCUU means to us and we 
contemplate the financial commitment we’re going to 
make for the coming church year.   

When I think about the meaning of stewardship, I think 
about generosity. I think about sharing the gifts we have 
so we can sustain the church we love and create the future 
for our spiritual community that we want. This year’s 
stewardship goal is ambitious. It will take the generosity 
and commitment of our members and pledging friends to 
sustain our ministries and staff.  

 

“Faith communities are known to be the best, last bargain 
around. Where else can you embrace personal and 
spiritual development whatever your age, nurturing 
community, and opportunities to live your values? Our 
country is more divided now than ever, and we look to 
our beloved spiritual community as a place to learn and 
practice our values as well as for emotional support 
and sustenance.” Rev. Don Rollins, Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation Blacksburg, VA. 

When you envision the future of HPCUU, 
what do YOU see? Please share your 
ideas and vision for our future with the 
Visiting Steward who has graciously 
volunteered to meet with you during 
our Stewardship Campaign. And 
please consider letting your pledge 
for the 2019-2020 fiscal year reflect 
your love and support for the 
mission of our church.   

In faith, 
Ann Harris 

mailto:stitchers@hpcuu.org?subject=Stitcher's%20Group
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Stewardship 

Congregational Stewardship Q&A 

Why do we pledge?  This church belongs to each of us. We pledge to fund the daily operations and to ensure that the 
church and its resources are here for us and for others now and in the future. 

What is the money used for?  Pledge and other revenue sources (rental, investment, fundraising, donations) support our 
worship and music programs, our religious education program, programs for members and friends, community 
outreach, and connections to Unitarian Universalism. Our budget reflects our mission and vision. 

What are Visiting Stewards?   Visiting Stewards are other members of HPCUU who have attended a training session 
to help them have a meaningful conversation with you about the financial needs of our church and your needs as a 
member. They have volunteered to make personal visits to other members of the congregation to help share 
information as well as their enthusiasm and commitment to the HPCUU. 

Is pledging a requirement of membership?  We expect that those who benefit from the church and participate in 
activities will share in its financial upkeep. Some members are able to pledge more, others less, but we can all 
share in supporting our church. 

Should everyone pledge the same amount?  We place a high value on diversity in our congregation - diverse views, 
backgrounds, and experiences. Included in this diversity is a diversity of economic circumstances. All of us 
support our church at individual financial levels. 

How much should I pledge?  Plan to contribute a percentage of your annual income. The Fair Share Giving Guidelines 
suggest what you might give. To view the guide, copy this link into your browser: 

 https://www.uua.org/sites/live-new.uua.org/files/fair_share_contribution_guide.pdf 

What about the money I put in the collection plate?  Some people use the Sunday offering to make their pledge 
payments. As long as the offering can be associated with you, e.g. your personal check, whatever you put in the 
offering will be counted toward your pledge. 

What if my financial circumstances change during the year, if I lose my job or have a financial emergency?  Lives are 
not static. Contact our Church Financial Officer if you need to adjust your pledge. 

What is tithing?  Tithing is giving ten percent of income to support a church.  Many UU churches ask their members 
for a “UU Tithe” - 5% to support the church, and another 5% to charitable organizations.  

Generously shared by Patricia Manley (https://www.uua.org/finance/fundraising/generosity/185418.shtml)  

https://www.uua.org/finance/fundraising/generosity/185418.shtml
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Fellowship 

 

Questions? Contact HiPSnacks@hpcuu.org 

mailto:HiPSnacks@hpcuu.org
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Articles 

Chocolate Festival Photos 
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Articles 

New Website Member Login by Jen Keating 

I f you haven't had the chance to check out our newly-
redesigned website, please do so at your earliest convenience!  
We think you will be pleased with the updated look and 

information you can find. 

One feature of the website is a "Members Only" section where 
you can access the Church Directory, Board Minutes, and 
Ministry Tracker Portal.  This is content you don't want to miss! 

To set up your very own Member account go to our website at  
http://www.hpcuu.org 

Click on the Member Page tab and the Join Us link (Fig. 1). 
Click on the Click Here link on the Join Us page (Fig. 2). 

After signing up, your welcome email will be from 
hello@hcpuu.org, subject line: “Your Registration is Complete”. 
It will contain your username and password. 

To log in, click on the Member Page tab and the Member Login 
link (Fig 4). Enter your login information on the Member Login 
page (Fig. 5) and click on the Login button. 

To log out, click on the Member Page tab and the  
Member Login link (Fig. 4) and click on the Logout link (Fig. 6). 

Questions?  Please email web@hpcuu.org (Jen Keating) for details.  I look forward to hearing from you! 

 

From the Membership Team 

I f you are interested in becoming a member of High Plains Church or would like more information about the Unitarian 
Universalism, please contact Gloria Carpenter at rickcarp@comcast.net  

Fig. 1 

Fig. 4 

Fig. 5 

Fig. 6 

Fig. 2 

Fig. 3 

http://www.hpcuu.org
mailto:web@hpcuu.org?subject=Member%20Registration
mailto:rickcarp@comcast.net?subject=Membership


Page 12 

 

 

  HPCUU 

  1945 Mesa Road 

  Colorado Springs CO 80904 

 

 719-260-1080 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 3:30 pm 

Come Join Us! 
 

Revisions by Jonathan 
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  - Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed? 

Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more... 

Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209                        Licensed & Insured                        jgherdt@yahoo.com                       

Inside: 
 
Minister's Musings 
Faith Formation 
Presidents Post 
Stewardship Campaign 
 

 
Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
All articles for the April newsletter must be received by the end of 
the day on  March 26, 2019. 

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter. 

 

 

 

Office Hours: 

Sunday:   3:00 pm  - 5:00 pm 

Monday thru Wednesday: 11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
Thursday:   11:30 am - 4:30 pm 


