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April 2019 Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 

2 
 

3 4 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 
Church Council 
   6:30 pm - 830 pm 

5 
 

6 
Fellowsip Team Meeting 
   10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

7 
YRUU Youth Group 
   3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
 

8 9 
Council Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

10 
 

11 
Small Group Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

12 
CUUPS Meeting 
   7:00 pm - 9:30 pm 

13 

14 
Care Team Meeting 
   2:00 pm—3:00 pm 
YRUU Youth Group 
   3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Finance Meeting 
   5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 
Multicultural 
Transformation Day 
   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Worship Team Meeting 
    6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

19 
CUUPS Meeting 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

20 
Easter Egg Dyeing 
   2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

21 
YRUU Youth Group 
   3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

22 23 
MET and COM Meeting 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

24 
 

25 
Board Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

26 
CUUPS Class 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

27 
GSuite Training 
   9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

28 
YRUU Youth Group 
   3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

29 30  

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.  
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April Services - Wholeness 
April 7th: "A Hidden Wholeness" with Rev. Julia McKay . Thomas Merton has written: "There is 

in all visible things an invisible fecundity, a dimmed light, a meek namelessness, a 
hidden wholeness...This is at once my own being, my own nature, and the Gift of my 
Creator’s Thought and Art within me." As Unitarian Universalists, what is the nature of 
OUR relationship to the animating force of all that is? 

April 14th: "Notions of the Afterlife Over Time". This sermon covers the variety of 
characteristics and descriptions of afterlife from ancient times to the modern era. The 
topic includes discussion of how beliefs evolved and how they were sustained over 
time. Several brief descriptions of the afterlife will be shared. 

April 21st: "Easter: Where Death and Life Come Together". This service will be an inquiry about 
the places that death and life come together. Why is it that something dying must be 
released in order to make space for new life?  What allows a good vision to catch us, 
take hold of us and move us?  Let’s explore ways to make space for the new story to 
begin. 

April 28th: “Beltane: Our Whole Lives”. The Human Sexuality curriculum “Our Whole Lives” 
or OWL, is a wonderful gift of the UUA and UCC churches that contributes to an 
understanding of our wholeness as humans, bringing some clarity to the oft-clouded 
subject of sexuality. Come and join the fun this afternoon as we celebrate our human-
being-ness, honoring the Pagan tradition of celebrating our own fertility as a part of the 
Earth’s fertility. 

Soul Matters 

T he Lebanese greeting, “Ya Ayuni!” literally means, “Oh, my eyes!” or “Oh, my darling!” 
Implicit in this ancient greeting is the recognition that we need each other to see, that one 

view is insufficient. Empowered by the presence of each other, the Lebanese people say, “Oh, 
my eyes! You’re here! Now we can see!” This custom reminds me of how Native American 
elders meet in a circle, not just for equity, but so that each elder will have a direct view of the 
Center. The belief at the heart of this worldview is that the Center and the Whole are not 
comprehensible by any one person alone. Therefore, we need everyone’s view to glimpse the 
enduring truths of life. And so, we gather meaning, we don’t choose it. Like the Chien, the 
mythical bird of ancient China that has only one eye and one wing, we must find each other in 
order to see and fly. “Ya Ayuni!” “Oh, my eyes! You’re here! Now we can see!” The joyous 
practice of this custom—that we sorely need to enliven today—is to welcome other views in the 
belief that we need each other to be complete. 

-Mark Nepo 

The Worship Team has been following the Soul Matters materials, also used by the Covenant 
groups, for unifying material each Sunday. April’s theme is “Wholeness”. 

We’ve also been incorporating one of the Seven Principles each month. The Fifth Principle - The 
right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in 
society at large – will be our focus in April. 

Sunday Services 
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Dear High Plains Family,  

I  have been with you for two months now.  And, people have begun to ask me what I think.  
So, somewhat akin to the State of the Union address — I thought I would offer a bit of a 

“State of the Congregation” address. 

I have met with more than two-thirds of the congregation now, and many of your major teams 
and leaders.  I have heard so many interesting things about each of you, and why you are part 
of this congregation, and why you care so deeply about seeing it prosper.   Thank you for taking 
the time to meet with me.   

You are a strong community.  

You have made it through a lot of loss and upheaval, and “bounced forward” (instead of bounced 
back) due to a tremendously loyal and devoted group of leaders and members.  

One of the biggest challenges, when our communities last over time, is that we must deal with 
some inevitable disappointment.  HOW we deal with that disappointment is what can make 
the difference in being able to create a bright new future or not.   

Important survival responses initially —  holding together, preserving the community, and 
stabilizing — can become distorted protection as we create all kinds of systems to keep us safe.  
If we stay stuck there, we will never move into the next phase of growth and will only 
demonstrate behaviors that are appropriate for this former part of the journey.  Ultimately, we 
intuitively know that if our only impulse remains preserving and protecting… the good news 
doesn’t get out.  

We also intuitively know that the only way that our tradition continues is by sharing it… being 
as generous as we can with our faith, our values, our hearts. 

The good news is, I see so many signs of people stepping into the next needed phase — finding a 
more open and generous place again, and taking new risks.   

You are picking up momentum!   

(Continued on page 6) 

Minister’s Musings 
by Rev Julia McKay 

 

Minister’s Musings 
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My goodness, just in the short time since I have been invited to be with you, I have watched the 
4th Sunday Team create two new partnerships in the larger community.  This month, thanks to 
some of the good work of Gail Ballare and Ann Harris, along with the Board and the MET 
approval, we have been voted in as a new member congregation to the wonderful organization, 
Westside Cares.   This shows me that you are taking ownership of where you are NOW — not 
where you used to be, or where you might be in your future — but right here in your present 
location.  (See Ann’s column for more about this.) 

Additionally, this month, Jean Muller made contact with the Mile High Youth Corps, which is a 
service organization employing and training Young Adults to do environmental sustainability 
work.  milehighyouthcorps.org   Not only will they be our 4th Sunday recipient this month, the 
connection with Jean led to making arrangements for these young adults to stay in our Fillmore 
Center during their week long training.  This is exactly the kind of deepening relationship with 
our community partners that we would like to see.  It is about going beyond just donating 
money to “walking with” others by providing direct service to the people in the organizations 
we care about.  Fantastic!  

There are so many other measures of healthy ministry here at High Plains. You have a thriving 
worship team and a thriving small group ministry.  Can we hold up Dianne McCrae and the 
Worship Team, along with Beth Blakney, Barbara Mitchell, and the small group facilitators of 
our Covenant Groups?!  These ministries are both places where people can connect with others 
and explore their spiritual journeys.  They are the solid ground from which a faith community 
builds its purpose.   

And, things seem to be going REALLY well with Unity.   

It appears that both communities are making sacrifices, being conscientious, and working to 
have a good partnership.  Rev Ahriana and I are enjoying working together, and have just this 
week completed an interview cycle for two shared administration positions! This experiment 
was approved by the Boards of both churches meeting together (for the first time since I have 
arrived).  What a joy it is to think outside of the box.  While retaining the distinct differences of 
our two communities is a priority, we are also working together to maximize the precious 
resources of both communities.   

And so each year at the time of our Stewardship Campaign, we are confronted with the 
challenge to forward the work of our congregation and sustain it for the generations to come — 
with that, comes the great need of your time, talent, or treasure.   

So, what would it be like for each of us to ask ourselves:   What is the most generous response I 
can make this year? 

Because the capacity to share our great treasures, it turns out, IS the treasure itself.   

Every blessing as we journey on! 
Rev J 

(Continued from page 5) 

Minister’s Musings 

http://milehighyouthcorps.org
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What’s Happening in Faith Formation? 
 All Month (every Sunday): Nursery care for 4 yrs and under from 3:15 pm to 4:45 pm 

 Sunday, April 7: NURSERY VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

  YRUU Youth Group from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

 Sunday, April 14: Jennie Centric Nursery Volunteer, Children’s Chapel 

 Wednesday, April 17: Faith Formation Team meeting from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm via Zoom 

 Saturday, April 20: Easter Egg Dyeing Party from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

 Sunday, April 21: Dan Keating Nursery Volunteer 

 Sunday, April 28: Cindy Fesgen Nursery Volunteer 

  Multigenerational Beltane Service 

  YRUU Youth Group from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

Jessica generally works three Sundays each month however given this busy time of year Jessica will be working all 
four Sundays in April. Jessica will be on-site April 7th, 21st and 28th and will be working off-site attending the MDD 
Spring Youth Conference on April 14th. A member of the Faith Formation team will be available to answer questions 
and serve as the Faith Formation point person when Jessica is not on-site. 

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica Laikeman at 
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events. 

Support Our Nursery 

I f you would be willing to assist our nursery staff in caring for the youngest members of our community? Please let 
us know! We are in need of 4-5 volunteers who can commit to a rotating schedule to help out in the nursery once 

every 1-2 months. Nursery volunteers are there to support our paid Nursery Supervisors and to ensure that we always 
have two adults in the nursery at all times. This is even more important than it used to be due to the location and lack 
of visibility of our nursery at our new location.  

Please help ensure that we are always able to provide childcare for our youngest community members by 
volunteering today. 

Please contact Jessica at dff@hpcuu.org if you are interested. 

*Note: All Nursery volunteers must be willing to submit to a national criminal background check 

Faith Formation Team Needs YOU! 

O ur Faith Formation team is in need of some new members! If you are interested in supporting our faith formation 
programming from behind the scenes then we’d love to have you! We meet once a month and take on 

supporting roles in helping our program run smoothly. Responsibilities may include serving as Faith Formation point 
person (mostly greeting visitors and pointing people in the right direction) when Jessica is not onsite, following up 
with visiting families by email, helping to decorate the Faith Formation bulletin board, etc.  

Please email faithformation@hpcuu.org if you are interested in joining us! 

Faith Formation 
by Jessica Laikeman 

 

 

Faith Formation 

mailto:dff@hpcuu.org
mailto:dff@hpcuu.org?subject=Nursery%20Support
mailto:faithformation@hpcuu.org
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What Does It Mean To Be A People of Wholeness? 

From the Soul Matters theme materials 

L et’s just say that we’re skeptical about rushing in to fix things. 

We Unitarian Universalists understand the urge to restore what once was. Nothing is more human. Who doesn’t 
want to reverse the damage? Who doesn’t hold on to the humpty dumpty hope that all can be put back together 
again? But our faith teaches us that this is just not how the world works. Transition and change rule the flow of life. 
There is no going back. The current of time is just too strong. 

And so the wholeness offered us is not returning our lives to their original state but working with what remains to 
make something new. The shards are not pieces of a puzzle that need to be put perfectly back together, but building 
blocks waiting to be molded into a yet to be imagined form. To be made whole again is to be reorganized, not 
restored. 

Another way to put this is to say that there is freedom in the breaking. The cracks make room for creativity. That’s not 
to minimize the pain. And it’s certainly not a way of justifying tragedy as “part of God’s plan.” Rather, it’s a call for us 
to perceive the broken pieces of our lives as more than just a pile of worthless and ruined rubble. “Look closer,” says 
our faith, “that ash, if worked with, can give birth to a Phoenix.” 

So, what piles of rubble in your life need revisiting? What longing for what was needs to be let go so a new wholeness 
can emerge? 

And how might you break open even further? Because that’s part of this too, isn’t it? “Your broken pieces are more 
than rubble” is not the only counterintuitive thing our faith tells us about wholeness. It also urges us to “Crack 
wider!” 

As odd as it sounds, we were meant to be broken, broken open to be exact. Over and over again, our faith reminds us 
that protecting our personal wholeness is only half the game. The equally important part of life’s journey is about 
letting in the wholeness of the world! 

It’s about cultivating cracks on purpose. It’s about becoming intentionally exposed. As Leonard Cohen famously put it 
“Cracks are how the light gets in.” 

Broken hearts hurt but they also let in and allow us to connect with the pain of others. Protected hearts may seem safe, 
but our armor only ends up being a prison. It’s one of the most important but paradoxical spiritual truths there is: 
Broken people end up bigger people. 

So, in the end, maybe that’s our most important “wholeness question”: How are your cracks inviting you to become 
larger? What cracks do you need to cultivate on purpose? 

Faith Formation 

 

High Plains Stitchers 

Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable 
craft) and join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at La Tartine 

Bistro from 9:30 am - 11:00 am. 

Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for 
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a 
loss, and to welcome new babies. 

The cafe is located in a small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy 
and Briargate Blvd (opposite Security Service bank, behind the Burger King). 

Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us?? 

Questions? Contact Ruby Doyle at stitchers@hpcuu.org. 
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Faith Formation 
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The President’s Post 
by Ann Harris 

 

 

President’s Post 

Westside CARES Sponsorship 

T he home page of the UUA’s web site invites UU’s to “Live your values aloud, not alone.” On behalf of HPCUU, 
Rev. Julia applied for membership in Westside CARES so our church family could help support the vision and 

mission of this wonderful non-profit in our community.  

“Formed in 1984, Westside CARES is an interfaith, nonprofit collaboration of 21 religious fellowships on the west side of 
El Paso County, united in care and compassion for those in need by providing crisis human services. The only criteria 
for accessing services is an individual’s or family’s genuine need and their established residence within the 
agency’s service area. Westside CARES collaborates with agencies throughout the metropolitan area to ensure its clients 
receive adequate crisis intervention services. The goal is an interdependent network of services between providers.” 

I’m delighted to share with you that the members of Westside CARES voted unanimously to accept HPCUU into 
membership at their March 12th Annual Meeting! HPCUU has now joined twenty other religious organizations west of 
I-25 (including Unity) to provide support to Westside CARES. For a complete list of Westside CARES member faith 
communities, please go to http://westsidecares.org/our-story/member-churches/ 

HPCUU first became involved with Westside CARES in April 2018 when a group of HPCUU volunteers spent several 
hours cleaning the main building offices and service area as part of our HPCUU Day of Service. In October 2018, our 
4th Sunday offering recipient was Westside CARES and Maryann Stadjuhar, Westside CARE’s Chief Operating Officer, 
spoke during our afternoon service. During December, we participated in Westside CARES’s “Adopt-a-Family” 
program with Unity. In late February, we took part in a “Mitten Drive” to collect gloves, scarves and coats for our 
neighbors in need. 

Going forward, we will dedicate two 4th Sunday donations each year to Westside CARES. Our May donation will 
support their summer Backpack Drive and our September donation will support the annual Thanksgiving Basket Drive.  

These efforts are just the first of many opportunities HPCUU will have to help support the work of Westside CARES. 
Westside CARES provides a variety of services to our community, including: 

 Food Pantries  

 Clothing Assistance 

 Financial Assistance 

 Medical Assistance 

 Referrals 

 Seasonal Programs (e.g., fresh produce drop-offs, Christmas “Adopt-a-Family”) 

In the work they do on a daily basis, Westside CARES staff and volunteers exemplify our first principal: “The 
INHERENT worth and dignity of EVERY person”! For additional details about the services provided by Westside 
CARES, please visit their website at http://westsidecares.org/ and “Like” their Facebook page. 

If you have any questions about HPCUU’s membership in Westside CARES, please contact Gail Ballare or me 
(president@hpcuu.org).   

In faith, 
Ann Harris 

http://www.westsidecares.org/what-we-do/service-area/
http://westsidecares.org/our-story/member-churches/
http://westsidecares.org/
mailto:president@hpcuu.org
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UUA 

D id you know that as part of HPCUU’s annual operating budget, we contribute to the Unitarian Universalist 
Association’s (UUA) Annual Program Fund (APF)? Our contribution is what makes the important work of the 

UUA possible!    

Members of HPCUU benefit directly by receiving the quarterly UU World magazine, but our annual contribution to 
the APF goes for so much more! The UUA provides on-going support through on-line webinars as well as regional 
trainings for learning, networking and sharing best practices. Ministers and church leaders receive support from the 
professional staff in the UUA’s Pacific Western Region (PWR). During this past year, your president and board have 
relied on the expertise of our Congregational Life Specialist, Rev. Jonipher Kwong, as well as that of other PWR staff. 
Their input, support and guidance have truly been invaluable! Our search committee consulted with the UUA 
regarding all aspects of our ministerial search process from developing a job description to posting our job opening on 
the UUA-wide Transitions web page to interviewing candidates to developing benefits and contract terms. As part of 
the UUA’s social justice efforts, Rev. Jonipher will be conducting a Multicultural Transformation Day Workshop for 
the leadership of HPCUU, Unity and ASUUC on May 4th. Our contribution to the APF is paying for Rev. Jonipher’s 
travel and professional expenses during his stay in Colorado Springs. 

The UUA is the national voice of Unitarian Universalism and it initiates campaigns and partnerships to bring UU 
values into the wider world.  It also helps us stay connected with other UU congregations at General Assembly, 
district and regional meetings, and our online presence through UUA.org, Facebook and Twitter.  

So why is this important to know? 

For the coming year, our APF contribution will be about $95 per member! Every penny of our approximately $9,500 
annual contribution to the APF is critical to the work of the UUA.   

But this also means that the first $95 of your individual annual pledge (or $190 for a pledging couple) does not go 
towards HPCUU staff salaries and benefits or the other expenses (e.g., ministry programs, rent, utilities, insurance, 
etc.) that are required keep the doors of HPCUU open. 

As you consider your pledge for the 2019-2020 fiscal year, please take pride in the support we provide to the UUA but 
also consider the rest of our budgetary needs and be as generous as your budget allows. 

In faith, 
Ann Harris 
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Fellowship 

HiPSnacks@hpcuu.org 

mailto:HiPSnacks@hpcuu.org?subject=HiP%20Snacks
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Stewardship 

Why We Have a Pledge 
Campaign 

A  church, like High Plains 
Church, is a community 

of people who have a certain 
affinity to a set of principles 
and to one another.  Church 
communities maintain 
themselves through 
cooperative activities and 
commitment to their aligned 
purpose. The congregants of the church are the 
primary source of essential resources needed to 
maintain the church’s vitality.  Therefore, it 
becomes necessary request financial support in 
the form of a pledge campaign. 

 High Plains UU church sponsors the pledge 
campaign a few months in advance of the 
upcoming fiscal year (July 2019-June 2020).  The 
activity of collecting pledges is essential for 
building an annual budget.  With your pledge 
or promise to support our UU church, the 
leadership can determine what staff can be 
employed, what activities can be supported, 

and what purchases can be made for the church 
to function.  In addition, the board of trustees is 
able to plan for those mundane expenditures 
such as, utilities, insurance, rent and equipment 
repair.  

If you have not yet pledged, please take the 
opportunity to support our church and submit 
a pledge.  If you have not been contacted by 
one of the Stewardship volunteers, pledge 
cards are located at the welcoming table in the 
church foyer. 

Larry Sargent, Chairperson 
Stewardship Campaign 2019-2020 

King Sooper Rewards Program 
Important Information 

T here have been many rumors and misinformation 
regarding changes to the King Sooper Community 

Rewards program.  Yes, they are changing some 
procedures, but in the long run will make it easier for 
you to participate in the program. 

 You will no longer have to or be able to “load” 
money onto your gift card.  If you have a balance, 
continue to use your current gift card until you reach 
a “0” balance. 

 If you are already a King Sooper Loyalty card 
member, meaning at the register when paying for 
your groceries, you either enter your phone number 
on the keypad, or the checkout person swipes your 
loyalty card, the only thing that changes is the need 
to update your account on line. 

 Go to http://www.kingsoopers.com  

 Once logged into their King Soopers search for High 
Plains Church Unitarian Universalist either by name 
or PJ373 and then click Enroll.  This is critical for us 
to reap the benefits of the program.  

 Once HPCUU’s info comes up, click "enroll", and 
you're done.  

 If you do not already a member of the King Sooper 
Loyalty program, I have the forms available for you 
to complete and return to the service desk at your 
local King Sooper Market OR new users can to create 
an account online. http://www.kingsoopers.com 

You will still get points and discounts on your gas 
purchases, you will still get discounts on certain items at 
the cash register and HPCUU will continue to receive the 
benefits of this program, which last year totaled over 
$5000.  

Please register and/or update your online profile ASAP. 

Thanks.   
Patricia Rose, Coordinator 

http://www.kingsoopers.com
http://www.kingsoopers.com
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4th Sunday Donation Program 

A s your 4th Sunday “team” we have enjoyed finding recipients for this program since September, 2018. There 
have been a variety of non-profits that have benefitted from the congregation’s generosity. Our members have 

helped the High Plains Youth Group special fundraisers, Westside CARES, Inside Out, Concrete Couch, Citizen’s 
Project,  and Pillar Institute for Lifelong Learning. Each recipient upholds and honors our UU values and principles. 

Now it is our hope that members of the congregation will suggest worthy organizations for several 4th Sundays in 
2019. We are particularly looking for recipients for June, July, and August. Please fill out the attached form and drop 
off at the office. 

We have also searched high and low for a list of past recipients. If you have a list please drop off at the office or send 
to gailballare@gmail.com. 

Thanks for all your donations! 
Gail Ballare, Michelle Bull, and Jean Muller 

Social Justice 

HPCUU 4th Sunday Program suggestion form: 
The goal of this program is to support non-profit organizations whose missions align with UU 
principles and purposes.  HPCUU maintains a balance in the types of non-profit organizations that we 
support, spreading them between: 

 Advocacy, education, outreach, and service type efforts 

 Subjects of interest to the congregation, like poverty, the environment, human rights, peace/
conflict resolution, interfaith cooperation, health/disease prevention, animal welfare, literacy, etc. 

 Mostly local organizations, with a few statewide, national and international organizations. 

 

If you would like to suggest a non-profit organization or organizations to be invited for a 4th Sunday, 
please indicate: 

 

Your name     ___________________________________________________ 

Your contact info (email/phone)  ___________________________________________________ 

Name of organization(s)   ___________________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________ 

 

Would you be willing to invite and host a representative of the organization(s) on a 4th Sunday?   

     _______Yes ______No 

 

mailto:gailballare@gmail.com
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 HPCUU 

 1945 Mesa Road 

 Colorado Springs CO 80904 

 

719-260-1080 

 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 3:30 pm 

Come Join Us! 
 

Revisions by Jonathan 

Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  - Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed? 

Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more... 

Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209                        Licensed & Insured                        jgherdt@yahoo.com                       

Inside: 
 
Drepung Gomang Monks Photos 
Easter Egg Hunt 
First Sunday Supper 
Stewardship Campaign 
 

 
Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
All articles for the May newsletter must be received by the end of 
the day on April 25, 2019. 

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter. 

 

 

 

Office Hours: 

Sunday:   3:00 pm  - 5:00 pm 

Monday thru Wednesday: 11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
Thursday:   11:30 am - 4:30 pm 


