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HiP Happenings
President’s message

Hey HiPsters,

We’re heading into the 
holiday season with a 
bang -- October was an 
AMAZING month at High 
Plains. On Sunday, October 
2, during our Community 
Service Day, we gathered 
in the Fellowship Hall to 
write postcards for Citizens 
Project, a local nonprofit 
organization, to encourage 
voter turnout in underrep-
resented communities here 

in Colorado Springs. Thanks to everyone, including 
our friends from All Souls who joined us, for helping 
us meet our “Good Trouble Congregation” goals. 
What a good feeling to come together as a group to 
work for such a worthy cause. 

On Saturday, October 15, we gathered at the Black 
Forest Community Center for the super-groovy Auc-
tion Bash. Much gratitude to Ann Harris and Heath-
er Ashbee for putting together such a successful 
High Plains auction, to Mike Hand for unleashing 
his inner auctioneer, and to all of the volunteers 
who pitched in to help, including Joe Nerad and 
Rhonda Johnson for their help with Zoom to make 
it possible for folks to attend (and bid) online, 
Karen Holton for all her extra work on the financial 
aspect of the auction, Robert Patrick for ‘spinning’ 
the tunes, and of course to all of the church mem-
bers who donated items and social events for the 
Auction. All of us at High Plains appreciate the 
effort it took to make this event a success – it was 
groovy indeed!

And on Sunday, October 30, we came together for 
a realistic discussion about what we are facing as 

Robin Laborde
HPCUU President

a congregation during a Town Hall Meeting. Here 
at High Plains, we do a lot of things very well, in 
part because we’ve been doing them the same way 
for quite a while now. But we need to make some 
changes to keep going. Over the last few years, 
we’ve been putting a huge amount of energy into 
making sure the familiar events of our church year 
go smoothly during the craziness of the pandem-
ic. To hear that this incredible effort might not 
be enough to keep High Plains going and then be 
asked to do even more is difficult. Believe me, I get 
that. 

That is why the Board has decided to pursue the 
option of hiring a part-time interim minister who 
will focus on helping us choose our next step, 
whether it be merging with All Souls or maintaining 
our own church and trying to move back north. We 
will be scheduling a vote to amend our budget in 
the next few weeks. Please keep an eye out for the 
announcement.

Sincerely,
Robin Laborde
President, HPCUU Board of Trustees



2022 HPCUU Auction

The 2022 HiP Auction raised $10,200+ for High Plains Church

THANK YOU to everyone who donated items or made cash contributions and who participated as bidders. 
The involvement of so many speaks volumes to our commitment to this church community and to your 
support of UUism in Colorado Springs.

Although the auction has closed for this year, the HiP STORE, HPCUU’s online thrift shop, remains OPEN. 
Inventory changes frequently so check back often to see all the great bargains and goodies! 

It’s not too late to participate in this year’s annual fundraising auction by: 
• Making a one-time CASH DONATION 
• Purchasing UNSOLD TICKETS to auction events, or,
• Contributing gently used items to the HiP STORE. 

To achieve HPCUU’s $14,000 fundraising goal and support this beloved community, go to the auction 
website.  Your continued support helps fulfill our church mission to NURTURE a loving, respectful religious 
community, INSPIRE spiritual growth, and ACT for social justice.

www.auctria.com/auction/hpcuu2022auction

https://event.auctria.com/71d73f23-1217-431a-9c63-3271bf571295/0b9eebac853f4aa5919fae12c2cb9a7f
https://event.auctria.com/71d73f23-1217-431a-9c63-3271bf571295/84e3f6f0e26811eaa903179f104d8a5a
https://event.auctria.com/71d73f23-1217-431a-9c63-3271bf571295/3d71d77748f04eb3b47479b2f4ee8a70
https://event.auctria.com/71d73f23-1217-431a-9c63-3271bf571295/0b9eebac853f4aa5919fae12c2cb9a7f
http://www.auctria.com/auction/hpcuu2022auction
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November Worship Services

NOV 6 – The 8th Principle and a Sustainable 
Future
The 8th Principle calls us to live out justice daily 
and commit to forming an intentional, Beloved 
Community – instead of allowing an unjust 
community to form by default. To build sustainable 
futures, we need to face history, face the truth, and 
move forward together in faith.
Paula Cole Jones is a lifelong 
Unitarian Universalist and a 
Management Consultant with 
over twenty years of experience 
designing and facilitating 
workshops for leaders and 
organizations. She is an innovator 
of institutional change. Her 
work includes being a leader in advancing the 8th 
Principle and the Community of Communities as 
practices of the Beloved Community. Recently, 
Paula received an honorary Doctorate of Divinity 
degree from Meadville Lombard Theological School. 
She is currently serving on the UUA’s Article II Study 
Commission.*We will also kick off our Thanks 4 
Giving Food Drive this Sunday! See page 7 of this 
newsletter for more info!

NOV 13 – Celebrating our Diversity: Japanese 
Experiences and Cultural/Social Resources  
In Japan, tea is more than just a hot drink. The 
tea ceremony represents purity, tranquility, 
respect, and harmony. It is linked to Buddhism 
and dates to the 9th century. The ceremony is 
meditative in nature, with joyful conversation 
following the preparation. Enjoy a simplified tea 
ceremony, several Japanese-inspired activities, 
and our congregation’s coffee and conversation 
tradition. Three long-standing local organizations. 
(Japanese American Society of Southern 
Colorado, Golden Lotus Foundation, and Sister 
Cities International) will also share information 
about the ongoing educational, social, and 
cultural opportunities they each offer to promote 

awareness and peace through mutual respect, 
understanding, and opportunities. Hosted by 
members of the JEDI team..

NOV 20 – Grief on the Path of Change
The experience of growing and changing 
throughout our lives, both as individuals and as 
larger communities, can be exciting, daunting, 
and even scary. It can also evoke grief, loss, and 
sadness. Amanda Udis-Kessler will reflect on ways 
that grief can show up as we journey through both 
desired and undesired changes, and will suggest 
ways we can strive to stay open to both the change 
and the grief that change may bring.
Amanda Udis-Kessler 
[pronounced yoo-diss-kessler] is 
a writer, songwriter, composer, 
sociologist, lay preacher, 
antiracism educator, and college 
administrator. A former member 
of High Plains, she is currently 
writing a book about ethical 
ideas she developed during her years with us, to 
be published by Wood Lake Books in 2024. When 
not working on creative and intellectual projects, 
Amanda loves snuggling with her pets, watching 
baking competitions, and reading about progressive 
spirituality and how it can inform social justice 
work. 

Our November Donate the Plate will be on this 
Sunday to benefit Kids on Bikes.

NOV 27 – Friendsgiving Potluck
Like Thanksgiving, Friendsgiving is a celebratory 
meal where friends set aside their time and 
distractions to fellowship together and celebrate 
in community.  You are invited to bring a dish to 
share and gather with friends - old and new - from 
High Plains in the Fellowship Hall at 3.30pm, all 
are welcome! See p ? of this newsletter for more 
info from the Fellowship Team!  (*This will also be 
the final day for the Thanks 4 Giving Food Drive 
collections at HPCUU)

November Theme: Change

Join us In-Person or Online at 3:30 pm  
unless otherwise noted.  HPCUU Zoom Link

https://zoom.us/j/7192601080?status=success#success
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 Mother Nature is showing off 
how much she can change 
in true Colorado style. 
November brings us weather 
changes that happen by 
the week, by the day, and 
sometimes even by the hour. 
Can you smell the crisp tang 
of transformation brought 
in by the cooler Fall breezes? 
October rolls into November 
as we continue traditions 
from multiple religions of 

honoring our ancestors.

Honoring their memories, we remember and carry 
on their strength to continue fighting for change in 
our communities. We fight for change by using our 
power to vote and to help those in our community 
who are less fortunate. November brings us many 
opportunities to find the courage to change 
ourselves and fight for transformational love all 
around us.

Due to necessary changes in the Faith Formation 
schedule this year, we will not be holding our 
Annual Holiday Bazaar in December. Instead, we 
are helping the Ghorashi Family and the Kruse 
Foundation. We will help support seven group 
homes and two homeless families so they can have 
a great holiday season. Please bring donations of 
gently used or new toys, suitcases, duffel bags, 
clothes, or gift cards. All donations must be received 
by December 16th at the Ghorashi Home, so please 
call to make arrangements for drop-offs. These kids 
come through these group homes with very little of 
their own possessions, so everything is welcome for 
ages 2-18. We will have an Elf work day on Saturday, 
December 17th. Calling all Elves - help us make 
some change for the holidays in some very special 
kids’ lives.

In Faith Formation, we will also be continuing with 
more Hebrew Sources stories. The saga continues 

after the Flood as the world gets a new chance to 
grow and learn. We will meet a great man named 
Abraham and learn why we call four modern 
religions the Abrahamic traditions. Who was this 
great prophet, and what did he do in his lifetime to 
earn this attention?  

A month-long for giving thanks and helping 
others allows us to prepare for December and the 
upcoming change in the seasons. Let’s give thanks 
for each other as we look deeply at ourselves and 
the world around us. Let’s work together to be the 
change we want to see in the world. The changes 
around us help us keep reinventing how we can do 
things better to make the world a better place.

See the change and be the change!

Heather Southard

Faith Formation Coordinator

Heather Southard
Faith Formation 

Coordinator
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Faith Formation
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In November, the Topic for Soul Matters Covenant group 
study is The Path of Change. Perhaps we need to take a dif-
ferent view of change this year.

Perhaps we need to face our Path of Change by creating a 
“space to imagine a new way and new self. Not moving or 
pushing but sitting and cultivating… allowing space and 
time to reflect on your past, present, and future. To imagine a 
new beginning. (Rev. Sara LaWall)

Our church and Covenant Groups are spaces where we prac-
tice loving each other and willingly staying at the table again 
and again - even in difficulty. “Let difficulty transform you. 
And it will. In my experience, we just need help learning how 

not to run away.” (Pema Chodron)

We hope you join a group this month to consider The Path of Change we all face. 

Contact sgm-steering@hpcuu.org for more information or to sign up with a group. 

Covenant Groups – Soul Matters

Native American month was designated in 1990. 
Efforts to declare a day to honor the contributions 
of the first Americans started in the early 1900s.
Various states declared those days in May, Septem-
ber, and other months.

The celebration of harvest festivals and gratitude 
for the gifts of the earth are observed many times 
during the year by first Americans. Some pres-
ent-day Native Americans observe a day of mourn-
ing on Thanksgiving, remembering what happened 
after the colonist arrived on the east coast. 

Acknowledgment of the month is lost in the pop-
ular themes of Thanksgiving. Native American 
heritage day is lost for most of our culture on Black 
Friday. This has been felt as another slap in the face 
to present-day Native Americans.

Teachers in our culture focus on the happy story of 
pilgrims and Native Americans; few get to also tell 
about the massacres of entire tribes and the stolen 
food by settlers from surrounding tribes to survive.

Steven Peters, a Wampanoag Tribe spokesman, was 
asked about his views on Thanksgiving and the fact 
that most people still gather to eat turkey and give 
thanks. Here’s what he had to say:
“I think it’s great. My ancestors had four harvest fes-
tivals throughout the year. Gathering with family, 
enjoying our company, sharing our blessings, and 
giving thanks for all that we have is a good thing. I 
say have more thanksgiving events throughout the 
year. I also ask that you take a moment in that day 
to remember what happened to my people and 
the history as it was recorded and not the narrative 
that we had been given in the history books.”
From the blog.nativehope.org.

Multicultural Action Team

mailto:sgm-steering%40hpcuu.org?subject=
http://blog.nativehope.org


Navigating Adulthood

Attention: Young & Young-ish Adults  
(ages 18 – 39)

• Build Community
• Support & Encourage
• Practice Wellness
• Have Fun

FREE, open to members, friends, and new 
friends are always welcome! NavAd meets at 
5:30 PM on the 1st and 3rd Sundays except in 
September. Upcoming meeting schedule: No-

vember 20th, December 4th, December 18th. For more info: call 719-510-6981.

Journaling Workshop

Join Us for a Time of Personal Reflection and 
Group Connection

Mindful Journaling Workshops are held online 
monthly, from 9:30 am to 11:00 am MT

 • November 5th
 • December 10th

Journaling is one of the most recommended ac-
tivities for those processing grief, though many 
people find it difficult to start and/or maintain 
this practice. That is why we will be offering a 

Journaling Workshop every month on a Saturday morning.

Journaling helps us to see and know ourselves. It is a way to expand on half-formed thoughts — bringing 
to light parts of ourselves that reside only in our unconscious mind. Once acknowledged, we can start to 
work with those once-hidden emotions and beliefs in a new way.
In this workshop, we will talk about the value and the practice of journaling. We will have several short 
writing sessions (that won’t require sharing). Using the zoom break-out room feature, you will share with 
other group participants what you noticed, what surprised you during the writing exercise. 
Please bring a willingness to connect with others and a journal with blank pages (or writing paper) and a 
pen.

Click here to register for the November Journaling Workshop.

Young Adult & Adult Programs
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/november-journaling-workshop-registration-455143575687
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Food Drive
Thanks 4 Giving Food Drive at HPCUU!  November 6 thru November 27!

For the months of Nov, Dec, and Jan, our Communi-
ty Service focus will be Food Insecurity!

During November, your Food Justice Taskforce 
(Ruby Doyle, Carol Harper, Jean Muller, and Rhonda 
Johnson) would like to invite you to donate food for 
our Neighbors at the Pikes Peak Little Free Pantry 
(516 W Pikes Peak Ave).  

The Pantry is a grassroots, crowd funded, 24/7 solu-
tion that works to address the immediate needs of 
our Neighbors in Colorado Springs! A mini pantry 
and a small refrigerator have been made available 
at the home of Haley Radvilla and is open to all, no 
questions asked, with a motto of “Give What You 
Can and Take What You Need!”. HPCUU has the op-
portunity to help fill a lot of hungry bellies through 
your donations!

All your donations of unexpired foods are welcome, 
but unexpired canned proteins, fruits, and vegeta-
bles; granola bars; ready-to-eat soups or pasta; pea-
nut butter and breads go really quickly! The refrig-
erator makes it easy to donate non-perishables like 
eggs, cheese sticks, fresh produce, sandwiches, and 

lunchable type snacks (especially if you find a great 
sale or close-out deal!).  

Bring your donations to the bins that will be locat-
ed near the Sanctuary when you attend any of our 
Sunday activities during November and we will use 
these restock the Pantry each week.

Please read more about the Pikes Peak Little Free 
Pantry on their Facebook or Instagram and check 
out this great article by our Fox21 News:
Pikes Peak Little Free Pantry needs your help 
(Note that the interview was done before the Re-
frigerator was donated this summer.).

And please join us for our November 6 service when 
Haley Radvilla will speak with us about her vision 
and experiences with hosting this Pantry in her own 
front yard!!  

Watch for more announcements about opportuni-
ties in December and January to work with other 
local organizations coming soon from your Food 
Justice Task Force!
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https://www.facebook.com/PikesPeakPantry/
https://www.instagram.com/pikespeakpantry/?hl=en
https://www.fox21news.com/news/pikes-peak-little-free-pantry-needs-your-help/


Fun with Fellowship

In-Person Friday Fun @ 5
Nov. 18th, 5 pm
Local Relic 

Local Relic is housed in the historic Carter Payne Chapel - the first 
AME church in Colorado Springs! Wine and cocktail bars plus an on-
site restaurant offering small plates and dinners also share the space 
- so truly there is something for everyone!

Each 3rd Friday of the month the Friday Fun @ Five gang gathers at a different venue in town to share fun 
and fellowship at the end of the work week. We hope you can kick start the 2022 holiday season with us at 
Local Relic – ALL ARE WELCOME! Questions? Contact fellowshipfun@hpcuu.org.

Coffee Morning
Nov. 11th, 10 am
La Tartine French Bistro Café, 1420 Kelly Johnson Blvd.

Beginning this month, we will gather at LA TARTINE – a cozy café 
offering breakfast, lunch, and delicious pastries. Join your HiP (High 
Plains Church UU) friends for coffee and a visit every 2nd Friday of 
the month. This is a purely social time to visit over a cup of coffee 
and a yummy treat – AND ALL ARE WELCOME! Laughter and lively 
conversation are always on the menu! Hope to see you there! 
Questions? Contact fellowshipfun@hpcuu.org.

Friendsgiving Potluck
Nov. 27th, 3:30 pm
Unity Campus Fellowship Hall

Bring a dish to share and gather with your HPCUU friends!
This month, our Social Sunday will be a post-holiday Friendsgiving 
Potluck where we will share food and fun during our usual church 
time.

Thanksgiving Dinner at Mimi’s Café
Nov. 24th, 3:00 pm
Mimi’s Café, 7133 N Academy Blvd, Colorado Springs 80920

Have you made plans for Thanksgiving Day? If not, join your HiP Church 
family at Mimi’s Café for a traditional turkey dinner with all the trim-
mings! 

RSVPs are required: please contact fellowshipfun@hpcuu.org no later 
than Monday, Nov. 21st to reserve your spot. Adults:  $28.99 plus tax/tip. Children 12 and under:  $12.99 
plus tax/tip. (We’ll each pay for our own meals and beverages.)
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mailto:fellowshipfun%40hpcuu.org?subject=
mailto:fellowshipfun%40hpcuu.org?subject=
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Sundays at 3:30pm 
1945 Mesa Road
Colorado Springs, CO 80904

HPCUU Zoom Room
https://zoom.us/j/7192601080, Meeting ID: 719 260 
1080, Password: 25Years!
(Password is case sensitive)

Facebook.com/HighPlainsCUU

Join the Conversation!

Instagram.com/hpchurchuu/

Soul Matters

Facebook.com/HipDiscussionGroup

Join Us In-Person or Online

Office Hours
To contact, email office@hpcuu.org or leave a voicemail on the church phone (719-260-1080). 

Or by phone: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 719 260 1080

Once you are in our Zoom personal meeting room there 
will be a message about waiting to enter.
Our admin will let you out of the waiting room when the 
service starts. We will record services for later play on 
YOUTUBE with the link sent by email distribution.

Shop AmazonSmile!

When you shop for Father's 
Day gifts at smile.amazon.
com/ch/84-1273754, Am-
azonSmile will donate a 
portion of your eligible 
purchases to High Plains 
Church Unitarian Universal-
ist at no cost to you!"

King Soopers Loyalty 
Program

If you'd like to join the King 
Soopers Community Re-
wards program and benefit 
HPCUU, go to: King Soop-
ers.

For more details
go to: donate.

Text To Give

Now, not only can you give 
with a credit card, but we 
also offer VANCO "Text to 
Give." It's easy! Just text 
your donation amount to
844-252-5506.

Support HPCUU

https://zoom.us/j/7192601080?status=success#success
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0aM94q7PC7rErK0dA5wIHk
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4rS7EkGTPQY1R1VjK9oDAW?si=b21755e3c370442b&nd=1
https://www.facebook.com/HighPlainsCUU
https://www.instagram.com/hpchurchuu/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0aM94q7PC7rErK0dA5wIHk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/286403054759530
mailto:office%40hpcuu.org?subject=
https://smile.amazon.com/?ein=84-1273754&ref_=smi_ext_ch_84-1273754_dl
https://smile.amazon.com/?ein=84-1273754&ref_=smi_ext_ch_84-1273754_dl
https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.hpcuu.org/donate/


HPCUU
1945 Mesa Road
Colorado Springs, CO 80904

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association
Sunday Services at 3:30 pm

Come Join us!

HiP Board

Robin Laborde, President
PresidentElect@hpcuu.org

Danielle Jernigan, Secretary
Secretary@hpcuu.org

Sam Waller,  
Church Financial Officer
CFO@hpcuu.org
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CURRENT HPCUU MASK POLICY

Masks will no longer be required while gathering in 
the sanctuary for Sunday service. HPCUU encour-
ages members to follow current CDC recommenda-
tions that people with symptoms, a positive test, or 
exposure to someone with COVID-19 should wear a 
mask. We are not checking for proof of vaccination.

We also urge the following recommended Covid 
safety practices including:
Ventilating our space as much as possible/practical
Preserving socially distanced seating in the sanctu-
ary during the service

Providing and inviting the use of masks for anyone 
who wants one

As always, we encourage our members and visitors 
to make the best decision for themselves based on 
their own health conditions and current data. Our 
congregation will make everyone feel welcomed 
and respected at church – including those who 
choose to wear a mask and socially distance them-
selves.

mailto:PresidentElect%40hpcuu.org?subject=
mailto:Secretary%40hpcuu.org?subject=
mailto:CFO%40hpcuu.org?subject=

